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PRAYER TO BE RECITED ON ENTERING 

THE CEMETERY. 

By one who has not visited it for thirty days. 

Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, King of the 
universe, who hast formed all these in justice, who 
hast maintained and supported them in justice, who 
hast caused them to die in justice, who knowest the 
number of all of them and who are prepared to re¬ 
suscitate them in justice. Blessed art thou, O Lord, 
who revivest the dead, thou art mighty to save. Thou 
sustainest the living with loving kindness, revivest the 
dead with great mercy, supportest the falling, healest 
the sick, releasest the captives and keepest thy faith 
to them that sleep in the dust. Who is like unto thee, 
Lord of mighty acts, and who resembleth thee, O 
King, who killest and revivest, and causest salvation 
to spring forth? Yea, thou art faithful to revive the 
dead. 

0 

For all this, it is our duty to thank thee and to 
glorify thy great, mighty and revered name. There is 
none to be compared unto thee, O Lord our God, in 
this world, neither is there any beside thee, our King, 
in the life of the world to come; there is none but thee, 
O our Redeemer, in the days of the Messiah; neither 
is there any like unto thee, O our Saviour, for the 
resurrection of the dead. 


Digitized by Google 



(lap DiPtSKB Din H'lK IV nVcn) 

«n iWNt * 15 ? bi<i inn *?nj « ]j?iij?j »*k ij?bkb ]"t 3 *ik 
«n *ij? , b*3 a*i« . tspmyj w oy k'ii n^en yviNj 

.jywS D*i8 yoSyjrnyjr'K 

ba .'ax n»i3 mists run napn rotfna 

T • T T : v V 1 V" - ; V ! 

DID 




nro 'b vn na?x nsns 

• T 


• • • 


• • 


Dina rpn ntfx 

: * “ t v ■; 


np*n s ax 

»TT" • T 


ij?am 


rts 


nii? man tfinpn inn m»b mstoi 

i “ •: • »t- I yt; • : 

nbo mesa nnoa vtpubjs naan obiyb 

T %% | T • •• •• • • • • •* T « 

• • • • •• • • • • • • 

Bfipn miar biaob isatf nan ntfx mtd 

• I • • • • • 

mown minn nnaa br mxa run pnaa 

t -;t : . t - - »s t t 1 vv: 


oxnn orb bpcai nbm mens tsaa/a 

T * •• • !••“ • t •• • • •• •• • 

• • • • • • • 

lab' web bn ma nbiyn imn xiae 

•••»--; •• •• T T t V V” : 

D'Bjn mi? wt? .nasb ibete' *6i na 

• •••; —: •• t "yt : t • : t 

Den amx ibnxe pmn .spa rpa nb 

tt •• t;t— t * S* »VV • T 

'B33 br ,nbo anx sin ?p 2 ? onixi 

• • J I •• • •• •• • 


• • • 


T V 


uibm *a?nm D'aflnp ra nna/b man nix 

• • !••• • • • I • I •• •• y j - • • • 


nx man bn 


• • 


• • 


oxba imxn ntf baa 

T •• S 


• —• 


inefe? imxsn n i: nr looineh nmnx 

• r • • • » a • •• at •• 


• t 


Digitized by Google 



— 2 — 

PRAYER TO BE RECITED ON FATHER’S 

GRAVE. 

The lines enclosed in parenthesis are to be recited only if 
the deceased has been a very pious or holy man. 

Here, in the gloom of the grave, rests the body of 

my father. Here lies buried the precious treasure that 

was mine of yore—my beloved parent who walked in 
righteousness and integrity before Thee. His sainted 

spirit soared into the eternal life, and Thou shelterest 
him under Thy wings for ever (for he had bent his 
shoulder to bear Thy holy task; in justice he tended 
Thy flock at the springs of Thy law and Thy service 
with the wand of righteousness he guided them, and 
with a staff of gentleness he showed them the path 
that leads to the house of God, that they might walk 
therein and never stumble. He hated the assemblage 
of flatterers and did not covet gain; he removed from 
his dwelling all those that hunted for unjust profit, 
and only loved those who loved Thy name. Upon 
wings of light he ascended to his heavenly abode, and 
now he is walking among the saints and is reposing 
in the shadow of the Almighty. The angels of God 
saw him and welcomed him as their brother. Aston¬ 
ished at his radiant splendor, and rejoicing, they came 
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forward to meet him on his entrance into the holy 
place, and they wrapped him in the mantle of glory 
which no eye of flesh has never seen. The heavens 
opened their gates at his coming, and the hosts of the 
Lord came and embraced him and let him into the 
innermost of the holy place on the streams of Eden). 
Happy is he that his resting place and his lot are not 
any longer among mortal beings. Precious in the sight 
of the Lord is the death of his servants. And now he 
walketh with God. 

But my heart is sick all the day long; all my joy is 
taken from me; my pride and my glory and the desire 
of my eyes and of my heart is gone from me. I am 
bowed down and crushed to the utmost; all the day 
long I walk around full of grief. Alas! I have lost 
my dearest possession. While he was still with us, I 
did not recognize fully his worth, so that I might have 
loved him and revered him, as is due to a father from 
his son. I did not listen to his words of chastisement. 
Truly I have sinned, and here upon this holy ground 
I confess my iniquitous deeds. It was my duty to honor 
him during his lifetime and also at his death, for I am 
flesh of his flesh and bone of his bones, and he was my 
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progenitor, and not only have I thereby disgraced my 
own soul, but I have also committed a wrong against 
him. Instead of purifying him in order to lift him 
higher and higher, into the happiness reserved for the 
righteous, I have perverted my deeds and I have done 
this and that. 

But now after I have bethought myself and have re¬ 
pented, and have taken my deeds to my heart, and have 
learned to know my errors, I wring my hands in 
despair and come to the mount of the Lord to pour 
my heart and my soul, and beg mercy from the high¬ 
est of the high. For many are my sighs and all my 
limbs are broken down. Perhaps God will hearken 
unto me and will say, “I have forgiven.” I lift my 
hands in prayer and supplication to God, to Him who 
is merciful and benign, slow to anger, keeping mercy 
unto the thousandth generation and foreseeing the end 
of things from the beginning—perhaps he will look 
upon me with indulgence and grant me life upon this 
earth, and acquit me of my guilt, for I cannot escape 

and am afraid lest the evil overtake me and I die. 

% • % 

9 

O, Merciful God, remove from before me every hin- 

9 

<0 

drance, that I may serve Thee with a whole heart, for 
Thy eyes, O Lord, can see through the heart of Thy 
lervant and through all my secret and innermost 
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depths. Thy eyes, while they watch the highest, deign 
to see the smallest creatures upon this earth. O abide 
with Thy servant, do not take me away in the midst 
of my days, and let my healing speedily spring forth. 
Save me from suffering and need, from sin and guilt, 
from all those who are ready to harm me, and from 
evil hours that are apt to come in this world. 

Let me obtain grace, favor and mercy in Thine 
eyes, and in the eyes of all who behold me. Strengthen 
and fortify my hand to do Thy service and to study 
Thy holy law. Grant me my subsistence, and the sub¬ 
sistence of my household in ease and plenty. Open 

my mind to Thy commandments, put within my heart 

% 

the love and the fear of Thee and Thy law be my 
occupation, and also fulfil the wishes of this noble de¬ 
parted spirit that it may find rest, and that it may 
rise again at the end of all days. 

O, sovereign of all worlds, who sittest above thv 
cherubim, glorified God, eternal lord of the hosts, may 
be Thy will to grant me a happy lot, a good heart, a 
humble soul, a lowly spirit, and let Thy name not be 
desecrated through me. Do not make me the talk in 
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the mouths of men, let me not be prematurely cut off, 
and let my hope not be turned into despair. Let me 
not depend upon the gifts of mortal creatures, but 
only upon Thy helping hand, which is full, open, holy 
and ample. Make my lot with those who study Thy 
law, and with those who do Thy will with a whole 
heart, and let me live to see the rebuilding of Thy 
house in glory and splendor, and to bring up children 
and children’s children prompt to do Thy command¬ 
ments, and in possession of wealth and honor and not 
suffering from any want. Save me and shield me from 
all hard or evil decrees, and with Thy mercy and Thy 
favor save me from all distress and anguish. Let Thy 
watch be constantly over me for my good as a help 
and support wherever I may go. Let my words be 
acceptable unto Thee and also find favor in the eyes 
of man now and forever. 

O, benign and forgiving God, forgive all my sins 
and transgressions and enlighten my eyes unto Thy 
law and Thy commandments and subdue my enemies 
and accusers, crush and cast down all those who rise 
up against me or are planning evil designs against me, 
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deliver me from a hard judgment, from captivity, from 
the sword, from exile, from disease, from a bad man, 
from a bad companion, from a bad neighbor, from 
a pernicious adversary. Grant me grace and favor 
and complete the number of my days in peace, and 
when my time will come to depart this world, and let 
the day of my death be as the day of my birth, free 
from sin and transgression, from guilt or wrongdoing, 
and let my death be an atonement for all my sins, and 
save me from the tortures of the grave. Let my soul 
rest in the bond of life, and justify me in the day of 
judgment. 

O hearken to the voice of my prayer, and turn into 
good all the dreams that I have dreamt concerning 
myself or that my friends dreamt concerning me, and 
bring down upon me the blessing of the priests, and 
fulfil all the desires of my heart to my good—for the 
sake of all the righteous, pious and holy men and 
women who are buried here, and who died for the 
glory of Thy name, and for the sake of all the holy 

and pious people of this world. . . 

... Let the .words of my mouth and the meditation of 

• • + 

my heart be acceptable unto Thee, my Rock and my 
Redeemer. 

4 % 

% 


Digitized by Google 



• IPpJinp # *p* rt 



Digitized by Google 




PRAYER FOR THE SICK. 


O, Lord look down and see the beloved of my soul 
prostrate on his couch, shuddering and trembling. 
His bones are consumed by fever, his strength is gone, 
his thoughts are wandering, and his soul is sore trou¬ 
bled. His bed is restless from disease. His affliction 
is great. He is like a shaking mast in mid-ocean; all 
day he is suffering, and his throat is parched and 
speechless. A burning fire is in his breath, and his 
heart is sick. His loins are filled with flaming disease, 
and there is no soundness in his flesh. 


Therefore, I came to prostrate myself upon the 
graves of these holy men, and to pray before Thee, 
sublime and exalted God, for thine own sake be 
gracious unto me, O Lord. Hasten to give me shelter 
from evil storm and whirlwind. Hearken to my sup¬ 
plication and bring me out from the darkness into 
the light. Be my shield, my God, my Rock. Take 
away Thy wrath from me, turn away Thy anger, and 
in Thy goodness fulfil my desires, my salvation and 
mercy. Grant me grace and mercy and prolong my 
days in happiness, and let my enemies dwindle away. 
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And now may these saintly spirits find rest and 
rise up again at the end of all days. My heart is 
steadfast, and trusting to the eternal. I fear no 
evil, for my friends will plead for me; God will be 
my judge and he will hearken unto my prayer. Amen. 


WHEN COMING FROM A DISTANT WAY 

To visit graves of relatives, the following prayer is recited. 

I humbly bow before the grave wherein rests the 
mortal part of him (or her) whose soul returned to 
the everlasting glory of the Most-High. I know, O 
God, that Thy judgments are right, and that Thou 
of very faithfulness hast decided to deprive me of my 
dearest relative. Almighty and most merciful Father, 
by whose Providence all things are ordered in heaven 
and in earth: look graciously on the dear departed 
and upon Thy servant visited with Thine hand may 
he (or she) be the everlasting glory if reserved for the 
saints who, while on earth, walked in the path of the 
just and the righteous. Bring him (her) under the 
shelter of Thy wings. I come from a distant 
way to this sacred place to k ; ss the dust where 
my most beloved slumbers. O Lord! Thy ways 
are just, no mortal can have the temerity to ask 
the King of kings what He does. I have wandered 
hither not to inquire into Thy impenetrable ways, for 
I know that Thy divine sentences are pure as light. 
I have come hither to pay my most venerable tribute 
to his (her) grave and to ask mercy for his (her; 
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soul which has ascended back to the divine source 
whence she sprang into the body of my most beloved. 
Creator of heaven and earth! Grant Thy boundless 
mercy to the deceased and send Thy grace also upon 
Thy humble living servant who awaits Thy goodness. 
I beseech Thee shield me from calamity, protect me 
from misfortune and help me to perform benevolent 
deeds. O Lord! Supply me and my household with 
all the necessities of life, feed us from Thy fatherly 
hand, grant me honorable descendants, independent 
and good-hearted children and grandchildren who 
will walk in Thy ways of light and truth. Man that is 
bom of a woman hath but a short time to live and is 
full of misery. He cometh up and is cut down like a 
flower; he fleeth as it were a shadow; in the midst of 
life we are in death. Thou knowest, my God, the 
secrets of my heart, the depth of my sorrow. Like 
a father pitieth his own children, even so is the Lord 
merciful unto them that fear him. There is sprung up 
a light for the righteous, and joyful gladness for such 
as are true-hearted. O hold Thou up my goings in 
Thy path that my footsteps slip not. As for me. I 
will behold Thy presence in righteousness, and when 
I awake up after Thy likeness, I shall be satisfied 
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with it. Lead me, O Lord, in Thy righteousness; 
make Thy way plain before my face. I will inform 
thee, and teach thee in the way wherein thou shalt 
go: and I will guide thee with Mine eye. I will bring 
the blind by a way that they knew not; I will lead 
them in paths that they have not known; I will make 
darkness light before them, and crooked things 
straight. These things I will do unto them, and not 
forsake them. Thine eyes shall see the King in His 
beauty; they shall behold the land that is very far 
off. The Lord is my light and salvation; whom then 
shall I fear? The Lord is the strength of my life; of 
whom then shall I be afraid? One thing I have de¬ 
sired of the Lord, which I will require, even that I 

may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of 
my life, to behold the fair beauty of the Lord, and to 
visit His temple. For in the time of trouble He shall 
hide me in His tabernacle; yea, in the secret place 
of His dwelling shall He hide me, and set me upon a 
rock of stone. O hide not Thou Thy face from me, 
nor cast Thy servant away in displeasure. Thou hast 
been my succor; leave me not, neither forsake me, O 
God of my salvation. Teach me, O Lord, the way of 
the just, the path of those who walk in the light of 
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Thy Torch, in the splendor of Thy holy Command- 
ments, to see the truth, and let Thy Omnipresence 
stand by me, poor mortal, and protect me in my sorrow 
and depression. Let my life be without thorns, and 
when it will come, that hour of my everlasting parting 
from this world, protect me from a violent death; let 
my passing away be surrounded with Thy clemency to 
make me share in the future world, with all the saintly 
departed who have done their duty toward Thee and 
men. I confide my soul into the Eternal’s merciful 
hand. Amen. Selah. 


PRAYER ON VISITING THE GRAVE OF A 

MOTHER. 

Peace be unto her, pious, purified soul of my be¬ 
loved mother, whose body has been tearfully laid 
away on this spot. There rests my most virtuous 
mother, who has brought me to light and suffered for 
my sake in order that I may grow up with pious senti¬ 
ments, with knowledge of our faith, cheerfully watch¬ 
ing my childhood. Alas, since my mother did soar up 
to the regions of peace, according to the unscrutable 
will of the Eternal, I am deprived of the wisdom of my 
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mother’s council, I am without my sole comfort. I 
come, therefore, with tearful eyes to the last abode 
of my departed mother, whose soul abides in eternal 
felicity surrounded with benign angels of peace. Let 
her sainted memory be blessed, let the glory of the 
heavenly Father shine upon her immortal spirit, and 
let the All-merciful God give her His magnanimous 
possibility to intercede in my behalf after listening to 
my heartbroken supplications. I pray Thee, Almighty, 
forgive all my sins. May peace, blessing, ease, honor, 
plenty and glory be the portion of my inheritance. 
Deliver me, O God, from trouble and affliction. Deign 
that I may train my children and children’s children 
to lead them to the glorification of Thy sacred name 
and holy service. Amen. 


WHEN IN DISTRESS 

Add also the following. 

Look down, Father in heaven, upon the children 
which my mother left, and send Thy grace from 
above upon her descendants, for my affliction is tre¬ 
mendous enough by her removal alone from our 
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midst, without subjecting her children to privation and 
despair. A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, 
and bitter weeping; Rachel, weeping for her children, 
refused to be comforted for her children, because 
they were not. Thus saith the Lord, Refrain thy voice 
from weeping, and thine eyes from tears: for thy 
work shall be rewarded, saith the Lord; and they 
shall come again from the land of the enemy. Let 

the Lord be gracious to us all in the days of our 
calamity. I have come hither near the grave of my 
mother, to beseech Thee, merciful Providence, that 
Thou mayest manifest Thy boundless magnanimity 
upon me and the members of my family, to help us 
for our mother’s sake, as Thou hast granted the sup¬ 
plications of our mother Rachel when she prayed for 
her children in captivity. Extend to us, O Lord, Thy 
powerful arm of help and save us from distress. Be 
Thou our shield, for the sake of our departed mother, 
and turn away Thy wrath from our household. Let 
plenty take the place of need; let sickness and con¬ 
fusion make place for health and peace. Let Thy 
mercy be upon us as we do put our trust in Thee. 
We cast ourselves before Thee, receive our prayer. 
Help us all to bear the weight of sorrow, and let Thy 
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love shine graciously upon us in our dark hours. Grant 
unto me Thy blessing of resignation and trust in Thee; 
enable me so to do and to bear Thy holy will that 
after all the changes and trials of this mortal life we 
may in Thy Paradise be united again with loved ones 
gone before Thy presence. Let the spirit of my 
mother be my defender, O King of kings, that we may 
find protection under the shadow of Divine glory. 
Amen. 


PRAYER FOR THE DEATH ANNIVERSARY! 

(YAHRZEIT) OF A FATHER OR MOTHER. 

I beseech Thee, my Creator, in Thy inscrutable wis¬ 
dom, it has pleased Thee to deprive me of the crown 
of my glory, taking away my dearest father (mother) 
whose life, whose actions, whose longing, whose ar¬ 
dent affection have entirely and solely been devoted to 
my happiness. With clouded eyes I turn to Thee, 
heavenly Father, and I stand trembling before Thy 
eternal majesty, Thou who are glorified in calling Thy¬ 
self “Father of the Orphans.” Look graciously upon 
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Thy servant visited with Thine hand. May this grave 
of my dear father (mother) help me to see a sign 
of Thy ever watchful care, and loving kindness, and 
learn to realize more deeply the nearness of Thy 
presence. I am aware, O God, that the soul of my 
dearest relative, a spark from Thy holy throne, has 
ascended among the saints, who are crowned with 
glory contemplating Thy eternal splendor. But since 
my dearest left me, I find no rest, for I am lamenting 
the irreparable loss of my dearest benefactor, who 
overwhelmed me with tenderness since I was born. 
How can I forget him (her) who provided for me, 
helped me, instructed me in Thy ways and 
comforted me in my distress? I know, my Saviour, 
that the sainted spirit of my father (mother) will 

not forget me, even there in the region of eternity, 
for I am profoundly convinced, that only through the 
intercession of his (her) spirit have I enjoyed life 
and escaped many disasters. But all this cannot heal 
the wound of my heart, when I remember that I 

stand hither near the grave of him (her) and my 


Digitized by Google 



17 


Kin . mam mtfs dsdk: mmi mnb 

• ▼•••< 


• • 


npns sinsb « nK*n min Tins wn 

* • • • • • i • •• i • • • • 

innnK tiksd jhs Disabi miss ninsbi 

t —s — • t t tt - :*: 

mb by nsm miK era Kin ny bss 

• • • •• • • • • • •• T • 

• • • • 

mi? i 1 ??: dki pm V 3 BQ nnK m i?iass 

• •• »T •• I * •• • • • T •• • ■■ •• 

• • ft v • • * • • 

133'K nnm .'b .nan dss Kin niyan 

v •• t -: • tt- tt; t : 

. ornate meftm ?pbK nbn aim wnK ns 

•TT — •; “ I v " ' — T - T • 

.'ansi* kb ot* oa 'bro mnsns ns? dji 

• t": t - -t** :t • : t -: 

ninmn nisrs men bs 'ma mists 

t • “s - t • -t : : • 

nt*x run bsi □'jhm mis bs saa 

• v “2 TT t: u tl T T • v • 

nanKn ss bra abiK . ss ns nm 

T T*:T ••; " •• T TT W 


ntfK nmn ran mm in . mnsK mnx 

M •• • • • • • V •• • J* ▼ • -J 


• • 


♦ oroa rots sstr 

• ••• • I •• • • “T-ft 

• • • • 

•qtfn 


ns nsnai nst*a sbs 

T * • •* • 

• • 

nr» ntn avs nmnKi ambK nnstK 

• ft • • TT ••• •• • • ••• T • • •• 

• • * ft • • • •••• 

anai main ssd baban is nt*K bski 

•T* * T •• • ■■ “ •• •• •• t 

•ft • ft ft • ft • 

mat* 'b Dter nttfK « nibi?sa 

vt t • t vi t: : • 

anna d'd' nnstK .mbafri pKb mnKsm 

v'v • t t;;v 1 • : • I vtt • 

visb nmn nn mims mm mms imps 

tt : *t: I • • : • t- : 



Digitized by Google 






— 17 — 

dearest is no more! All the spiritual consolations of 
the Holy Scriptures cannot erase in the heart of Thy 
servant the sad fact that to-day is the sad Yahrzeit, the 
gloomy anniversary of the death of my father 
(mother), and the more I think of my terrible loss, 
the more I am distressed. It is better to 

go to the house of mourning than to go to 

# 

the house of feasting: for that is the end 
of all men; and the living will lay it to his heart. 
Man dieth and wasteth away; yea, man giveth up the 
ghost and where is he? As the waters fail from the 
sea, and the flood decayeth and drieth up, so man lieth 
down, and riseth not: till the heavens be no more 
they shall not awake, nor be raised out of their sleep. 
I know that Thou wilt bring me to death, and to the 
house appointed for all living. The days of man are 
but grass; for he flourished like a flower of the field. 
And as soon as the wind goeth over it> it is gone; and 

the place thereof shall know it no more. We are 
strangers before Thee, O Lord, and sojourners, as 
were all our fathers; our days on earth are as a 
shadow, and there is none abiding. Whatsoever Thy 
hand findeth to do, do it with Thy might; for there i$ 
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no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom in the 
grave, whither man goeth. Like as a father pietieth his 
own children, even so is the Lord merciful unto them 
that fear Him. For He knoweth whereof we are 
made; He remembereth that we are but dust. The 
merciful goodness of the Lord endureth for ever and 
ever upon them that fear Him, and His righteousness 
upon children’s children, even upon such as keep his 
covenant and think upon his commandments to do 
them. The Lord is slow to anger, and great in power, 
and will not at all acquit the wicked. The Lord is 
good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; and He 
knoweth them that trust in Him. Let my prayer not 
offend Thy wisdom, O merciful God; let the feeble 
light of this candle, which I have lit in his (her) mem¬ 
ory reflect on his (her) spirit yonder in the abode of 

peace and eternal life. Quicken me, O Lord, for Thy 
name’s sake, and for Thy righteousness’ sake bring 
my soul out of trouble, to please the spirit of my dear¬ 
est departed who, when in life, wished me nothing but 
good. Blessed are the dead who die in the light of the 
merciful God. Let my affliction make peace to 
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brighter days, and let Thy mercy comfort me with 
Thy divine bounty, and with the consolation of Zion. 
Peace to the dead who slumber in the shadow of 
Elohim. Amen. 


PRAYER TO RECITE 

On the anniversary of death of a mother. 

I pray Thee Almighty. Days and months (and 
years) have passed since it pleased Thee in Thy wise 
providence, to take out of this world the soul of 
my deceased mother. My guide, my most beloved 
mother is no more with us. Look down in Thy infinite 
pity upon Thy bereaved servant, sobbing bitterly. I 
am still overwhelmed with the greatness and sudden¬ 
ness of my sorrow, for, since the light of my mother 
was drawn to Thee, I feel like a vagrant. But my 
intense sorrow was also a salutary teacher to me, for 
since I lost my sweet mother, I found Thee, most 
merciful Father, my provider. Thy love shines gra¬ 
ciously upon me in this dark day. Thy fatherly hand 
provides my sustenance and my Jewish faith con¬ 
fides me solemnly that my mother’s pure spirit is 
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soaring yonder among the saints, who are contem¬ 
plating the grace of Divinity. But, also, since it 
pleased Thee, great God, to take her away from this 
world, I find neither rest nor comfort. Alas! my 
heart breaks because of grief, and my eyes suffuse 
and melt when my mother’s grave reminds me that I 
have no mother on earth to guide my steps and to 

direct my counsels. I have no more my motherly 
comforter who helped me to enter at the banquet of 
life, and who directed my steps in the pathway of 
morality, honor, piety, benevolence and charity. Her 
noble words of wisdom are still carved in my mem¬ 
ory, to do good and to despise evil. Her death has 
not obliterated her comforting assurances to me, when¬ 
ever in distress, wiping away tenderly the tears of my 
cheeks. And now, my most affectionate mother who 
has given me birth and reared me, is no more with 
me! The beautified pious soul who has loved, fos¬ 
tered and cherished me, has returned to Thy celestial 
abode, O God, and I must speak to her through prayer. 
I am aware that the spirit of my saintly mother still 
guides me, that thanks to her maternal intercession. 
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that I am supplied with blessings. But this sweet 
consolation cannot lessen my grief, and I tremble in 
all my being when I come to think that my mother 
has departed, and henceforth I must expect her 
motherly favors from that silent country of the dead! 
Let my prayer not offend Thy wisdom, O merciful 
God; let my prayer be agreeable to my mother, whose 
mortal part rests here, while her pure soul shines forth 
as the light I have just consecrated to her memory— 
the light of the Maker being the soul of man—and 
let my tearful prayer reach my mother there, in the 
abode of delight, in the circle of the pious. 
Almighty God, who govemest all things in heaven 
and earth with infinite wisdom and infinite love, bring¬ 
ing good out of evil and joy out of sorrow, have com¬ 
passion on our family and change our present afflic¬ 
tion into holiness and blessing. Help us to accept in 
humble submission the law Thou hast given to Israel. 
Comfort us w f ith a sense of Thy goodness. Sustain us 
by Thy all-powerful will, and sanctify unto us Thy 
fatherly blessing. Look down in Thy infinite pity 
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upon the bereaved ones, overwhelmed with the great* 

0 9 • p 0 • + 

ness of this sorrow, the loss of a mother! Prepare us, 
O God, for the last account we must one day give 
that when the time of our appointed change shall come 
we may look up to Thee with joy and comfort, and 
may at last be received together with her whom Thou 

hast taken from me into that place of rest and peace 

where Thou shalt Thyself wipe away all tears from 

off all faces, and where all our trouble and sorrow 

shall have an end. Grant, O Lord, the soul of my 

mother to rest in sublime quietude in the Garden of 
Eden, among the righteous mothers of Israel. May 

the Eternal transform my distress into happiness, and 
surround me with my humble family with His bless¬ 
ings and with patriotic pride to rejoice with the con¬ 
solations of Zion. Let the ashes of my mother rest 
in peace till the dawn of Thy promised resurrection. 
Amen. 
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MEDITATIONS ON VISITING THE GRAVE OF 

A GRANDFATHER. 

Hither I stand at the grave which hides the rock of 
my family, the elder of our household, the noble and 
venerable patriarchal defunct, to whom we owe our 
existence, and what we are! I stand hither at the 
grave of my grandfather (name) to implore his in¬ 
tercession before God Almighty, in our behalf. May 
his saintly spirit, his pure, beautified soul, be our 
defender before our heavenly Father not to chastise 
us for our sins. Let our existence not be interrupted 
before sun-down; let the light of the Torah fill our 
heart, and let benevolence with charity precede our 
pathway; let our eyes behold the predicted glory of 
Zion and Jerusalem. May the merit of my grand¬ 
father's pious deeds assist me, when my time comes 
to leave the world, to contemplate tne everlasting 
light of Deity, the splendor of Elohim, for how sub¬ 
lime the treasures Thou hast prepared for the right¬ 
eous, O Lord! I am aware that the body of my ven- 
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erable grandfather is hidden here beneath the tomb¬ 
stone, but this sad reality cannot bedim his pure soul 
which is at rest yonder under the wings of our Maker, 
contemplating the eternal beams of Shaddai’s light 
in company with the saints. I do, therefore, on this 
solemn spot, here at the sacred shrine that contains 
thy mortal remains, O grandfather, fully determine 
to regulate my conduct and enlighten my future days 
so that I may render myself worthy of enduring thy 
glorious presence on that great day of the Eternal, 
when the hearts of children will be restored to pa¬ 
rents. Deign, O Lord, to give ear to my prayer, in 
which I beseech Thee, to shower down upon me Thy 
heavenly blessings and cause me to behold the con¬ 
solation of providing abundantly for myself 
and for my family, with the generous help 
of Thy providence. Sovereign of the Uni¬ 
verse! Deal with me bountifully, for the sake 
of Thy name. Let evil imagination have no 
dominion over me, may I neither fall into the power 
of sin nor be allowed by temptation. Imbue my heart 
with salutary counsels, and frustrate all evil designs 
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against me. Almighty God, whose wisdom is infinite, 
whose goodness hath no bounds and whose mercy is 
everlasting; let Thy compassion be magnified upon 
those who need it, who are in misery. Pity the evil 
which they suffer, and pardon the evils we commit. 
Keep us safe under the protection of Thy good Prov¬ 
idence, that we may understand and glorify Thy holy 
Name. O Thou Sovereign Healer of all spiritual 
and bodily diseases, direct us in our great ignorance 
of the secrets of life to learn how to be agreeable to 
Thee and to mankind. Thou who art eyes to the 
blind and feet to the lame, show me the way how to 
walk in the path of light, and open my eyes to con¬ 
template the wonders of Thy Torah. I humbly ac¬ 
knowledge that it is in wisdom and mercy that Thou 
hast been pleased to lay Thy chastening hand upon 
this Thy servant. Remove, if it be possible, this trial 
from Thy servant. Calm me and everyone in our 
house by Thy gracious influence and surround us with 
the ministrations of Thy holy angels, the seraphim 
who surround Thy everlasting throne. Keep our 
milds from temptation of evil, and our bodies from 
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restlessness. Look upon Thy servant, the departed, 
grant him repose for his body and peace for his 
soul. Grant that my soul may be treasured 
up in the realms of everlasting life. Let my de¬ 
scendants walk in the way of Judaism. I beseech 
Thee, merciful Providence, hear the voice of my 
prayer, uttered at the grave of my grandfather, and 
grant my request and supplication for the sake of 
Thine infinite mercy. Amen. 


AT GRANDMOTHER’S GRAVE. 

Pious, purified soul of my venerable grandmother. 
While thy body rests hither, thou didst soar up to the 
regions of peace. There thou abidest in felicity with 
the sainted mothers of Israel. O, may our merciful 
Father grant me peace and blissfulness, through the 
merit of my beloved grandmother. May her affec¬ 
tion, her love, her sympathy, which have not ceased 
with her death, be my constant guide, to lead me to 
the land of life, to illumine my gloomy and dismal 
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nights and to protect me from enemies, from danger 
and mishaps. May her pure soul continue to pray 
for me, following the example of our mother Rachel, 
>vho prayed for her children when they came in pil¬ 
grimage to her grave! Let my grandmother lift up 
her voice in prayer for me to the Father of mercy, im¬ 
ploring His sacred name, that I and all who belong to 
me may fulfill our years in happiness and content, even 
to a good old age. Bring her finally into that place 
where the weary are at rest for evermore. Thou shalt 
Thyself wipe away all tears from off all faces, and 
where all our troubles and sorrows shall have an end 



through the merits and for the sake of my sainted 
and venerable grandmother, who slumbers beneath 
this tombstone in everlasting bliss of Elohim. Grant 
that my descendants may be good, virtuous, upright 
and pious, free from sin and blemish. Purest of souls, 
thou my grandmother! May thy sainted deeds and 
the deeds of other saints on this field of silence, help 
me to find favor and grace with a merciful God, and 
deserve His constant glory, His divine boon of ever¬ 
lasting life. Amen. 
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ON A BROTHER'S GRAVE. 

# / . f •» •• • * 9 

Peace be unto thee, my beloved brother, dear friend 
of my childhood, of my infancy. Alas! Death parted 
us too soon and removed thee too early, yonder at 
the Mansion of Glory. There is no limit to my grief, 
when I think that we, whom one mother nourished 
under the same shelter, are forever separated and thy 
departure has cast the shadow of gloom on every 
member of our family. How sweet the felicity when 
we were together, before we lost thee! How can I 
forget our brotherly affection, before death claimed 
thee, before the erstwhile blossomed out flower was 
cut by the pale hand of death! I know thou art 
happy near our merciful Father, and this thought in¬ 
spires me with courage and resignation to-day while 
praying that peace may be thine. O, my God! grant 

unto my brother’s soul the blissfulness of the righteous, 
and let the purity of his soul intercede in my behalf 

to be good and upright. Beseech my prayer, O God, 
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answer my brotherly tears. The spirit of my brother 
—as once his hand—will lead me up and show me the 
way unto purer light, unto higher joys. I humbly 
extend my prayer to Thee, King of Glory, send Thy 
clemency on me, for I am distressed and poverty 
stricken. Forgive my sins and trespasses and bestow 
upon me Thy heavenly grace. May the good deeds 
of my departed brother, and may the godly deeds of 
those pious ones who repose here, be extended to me 
and to the members of my household. Grant us, O God, 
a happy and blessed life, a life of felicity, of peace, of 
truth, of redemption, of gladness, of honor, of en¬ 
lightenment, of ease, of consolation, of divine assist¬ 
ance, of piety, of sanctity and salvation. Deign to 
send Thy blessings on our undertaking, grant our 
requests, and fulfil our legitimate desires to which we 
are entitled; exalt our fate on high, terminate our 

sufferings, collect our dispersed and hasten to redeem 
us. Pardon the sins of Israel yet alive, and of those 
whose souls have quitted their earthly envelop. 
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Peace be unto thee, pure soul of my brother. We 
frail mortals dare not, cannot fathom the hidden wis¬ 
dom of the unscrutable decree, to unravel the cause of 
untimely death. I knew the pure heart of my brother, 
whose soul was deeply attached to mine. And I do 
know to-day that his purified soul will be my shield 
to intercede in my behalf before the throne of the 
Most-High, let His name be blessed. Thou, my 
brother, rise with thy supplication before Him who 

hearkens to prayer, that He may deign to pardon my 
sins. May naught but happiness and tender mercy 
attend me all the days of my life, so that I may dwell 
in light and integrity. May the Most Merciful de¬ 
liver me and my descendants from disease and de¬ 
jection, from trouble and distress, from want and 
misery. May the Lord of clemency lead thee, beloved 
soul, into the Garden of Eden, there to delight in the 
fellowship of the righteous. I should be agreeable 
to Thee and to all who know me. Deign provide me 
with my daily bread, with plenty and honor, as Thoc 
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hast blessed our patriarch Jacob, and be ever ready 
to my humble supplications, for the sake of the sainted 
dead who repose here in peace, in eternal beatitude. 


PRAYER AT A SISTER’S GRAVE. 

Full of most loving and tender affections, I tear¬ 
fully approach the solitary grave of my dearest sis¬ 
ter, whose memory is still carved upon my mind. 
Sister! We were both reared by the same mother, 
who gave us light; we were united by the most tender 
bonds, of the purest blood. Alas! Death deprived you 
of our family, and the sun of happiness set down on 
our abode. Woe unto me, when I think how death 
snatched away the most delightful flower, and left 
me unconsolable. If I truly could transform my 
clouded eyes into a fountain of tears, I would not 
cease irrigating with my tears the sacred spot of thy 
mortal remains. Open me the gates of the unknown, 
sister, the gates of everlasting felicity. But, why 
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asking the impossible? I elevate my voice to Thee, 

Holy Father, for Thou alone countest the tears of 

the misfortuned, may my sister’s spirit have attained 

to eternal peace. Peace be unto thee, pure soul of 

my sister! Thou, my longing with whom God favored 

me. He deemed proper to deprive me of thee, 

blessed be His sacred Name. Oh, how beloved were 
thy words to me. Thy name, thy remembrance, thy 

sweet words of pure affection and tenderness were 

the delight of my soul. But, alas! my beloved sister 

# 

was withdrawn from me. I, short-sighted mortal, 
dare not penetrate into the divine secret. I cannot 
fathom the reasons of thy untimely departure from 
our midst, leaving our family in tears and desolation. 

Thou didst come forth like a flower, thou didst blos¬ 
som in the morning, thou didst promise precious fruits. 
I, a sadly bereaved brother, come therefore to the 
valley of weeping, to pray to God that He may re- 
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ceive her soul in His heavenly seat, and to protect her 
in His sublime and secret place. Thou most pure and 
heavenly soul! Rise and appear with prayer and sup¬ 
plication before the Most-High for us who mourn thee. 
Beloved sister! May thy dust repose in the shadow 
of the Almighty, and thy spirit enjoy eternal bliss, and 
heavenly beatitude. Amen. 


PRAYER FOR CHILDREN. 

May it be thy will, O Lord our God, and God of 
our fathers, Thou who lovest mercifully and carest 
tenderly for every living being; let Thy will be, to 
have mercy upon Thy child, and bear him (her) safely 
through the time of sickness and danger. Teach him 
(her) to be meek and gentle and loving and obedient, 
like Thyself. And, if Thou art pleased to bring him 
(her) back to health and strength, make him (her) 
to remember Thy goodness evermore, and so live in 
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happiness, and send Thy blessing upon every member 
of our family. May thy pure soul unite with me in 
prayer before the Dispenser of all events, to guard me 
from affliction, grief and sickness, and to grant unto 
me and all that belonged to me, a long and happy life, 
a life of honor and plenty, free from care. May peace, 
blessing, ease, honor, plenty and glory be the portion 
of my inheritance. Lift up thy voice in prayer and 
supplication to the Father of Mercy, imploring His 
sacred name that He may deliver us from trouble and 
affliction, and that I and all who belong to me may 
fulfill our years in happiness and content, even to a 
good old age. 

I beseech Thee, Lord of Hosts, most merciful and 
gracious. Look from Thy holy abode on Thy ser¬ 
vant and bless my children, bless them ever more with 
sympathy. Look upon Thy servant from above, may 
all my labor be fruitful, may Thy sacred name never 
be desecrated through my children and children’s 

children. I lift up my voice in prayer and supplica¬ 
tion to the Father of mercy and clemency, imploring 
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His sacred name that He may deliver us from trouble 
and affliction as long as I am permitted to walk on this 
earth. Assist me that I and all who belong to me may 
fulfill our years in comparative bliss and earthly con¬ 
tent, even to a good old age, finishing my days honored 
and respected. Deign to receive favorably my prayer 
for the welfare of my children and myself. Amen. 


PRAYER OF A WOMAN WHO EXPECTS TO 

BECOME A MOTHER. 

May it be Thy will, O Lord our God, and God of 
our fathers, Thou shalt lessen my physical sufferings 
during my ordeal, and also increase my forces dur¬ 
ing the months of my tribulations. Save me from 
pain and evil; protect me from fear and hysterical de¬ 
pression. Let my child greet the light of life without 
causing me pain or anxiety; let my future infant con¬ 
tinue to grow, to bloom and develop in health, grace, 
opulence and honor. Let my children never depend 
upon the gifts or loans of man, but let them ever de- 
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pend on Thy bountiful hand. May all my labor be 
fruitful, and may it never be barren. May Thy sacred 
name never become desecrated through the children 
of Thy humble servant, and may be among those that 
promote good among mankind. Fill my hands with 
Thy blessings, and my heart with Thy goodness. Thou 
alone, Merciful Father, blessest all who walk in Thy 

way of truth and light. I cast my burden upon Thee 

and Thou wilt sustain me. Almighty God, Who gov- 

emest all things in heaven and earth with everlasting 

wisdom and divine care, bringing good out of evil and 
joy out of sorrow, have compassion on our family, 
deliver me safely with a child that should be a pride 
to Israel, change my affliction into holiness and bless¬ 
ing. Help me to accept in humble submission the Law 
Thou hast promulgated on Mount Sinai, and let my 
coming child follow. Thy precepts when grown to., 
manhood. In all our troubles may our whole trust 
and confidence be placed in Thy mercy. Sanctify unto 

a 

us Thy fatherly correction. Comfort us with a sense 
of Thy goodness. Sustain me by Thy all-powerful 
spirit to be a tender mother and pious daughter of 
Israel. ' 
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And ye pure souls pray for me, that my lot be 
blessed, that my deliverance be safe without the least 
shadow of fear. When God is with me I fear none, 
He is my rock and my salvation, my shield and my 
hope. Help me, O God, to become a mother in time, 
not to be a victim of a miscarriage, and grant me, 
and my husband, to raise our child an honor for Thy 
name and our family, and a benevolent member of 
the Jewish family, a devoted servant of Thy Torah 
and Judaism. Amen. 


PRAYER FOR A WOMAN WHO EXPECTS TO 

BECOME A MOTHER. 

May it be thy will, O Lord our God, the God of 
our fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Thou shalt 
send Thy divine mercy upon the woman (mention 
name), to deliver in safety her child, to increase her 
forces and re-establish her health. Let Thy clemency 
protect her from a miscarriage, that her infant may 
appear perfect in body, perfect in members, perfect 
in cleverness and physical attractiveness, perfect in 
mental attainments, and perfect in manhood. Let 
no evil approach my abode, as the Holy Scripture 
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has it, “Let no disaster reach thy tent, for the Lord 
will send His benign angels to guard thee in all thy 
ways.” The guardian of Israel does not sleep nor 
slumber. God is thy guardian, to protect thee from 
evil, to shield thy going out and thy coming in from 
now for ever. May it be Thy will, O Lord, that my 
immediate help and that of all Thy people Israel pro¬ 
ceed from Thine hand, so that it always should be 
plentiful and honorable. Grant that we may enter 
into a life of happiness and peace until the faith¬ 
ful messenger will draw near and the anointed 
of the God of Jacob, will restore the hearts of parents 
to children, and the hearts of children to parents. We 
will then glorify the name of Him who is great, 
mighty, merciful and eternal. He revive* t/*t dead by 
His mere will. 

And may it be Thy will, our heaver ty Father, to 
hear our prayer, to accept our supplication for the 
sake of our sainted forefathers, for the sake of the 
righteous who have walked in the path of integrity, 
that the woman (mention name) should be safely 
delivered, as the hen from her egg. Merciful God, we 
beseech Thee to deal mercifully with us who survive, 
that through the merits of the saintly grave* around 
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here, Thou mayest cause us evermore to rejoice with 
all Thy blessed saints in Thy kingdom, Thou Who 
livest and reignest, one God, Creator without end. 
Since it is Thy sacred will that I, humble mortal, 
should help creation let my endeavor be conformingly 
to Thy will, send Thy merciful clemency to all Israel 
who needs Thy merciful care. Amen. 


ON THE GRAVE OF A WIFE. 

One married a second time, must not visit the grave of his 

first wife. 

Pious, purified soul of my beloved wife! Thou 
didst soar up to the secret clouds, to the regions of 
peace, under the protection of the Most High. There 
thou abidest in felicity, whilst I am [*and thy des¬ 
cendants are] yet tarrying on earth. O thou truly 
faithful, affectionate and loving spirit, mayest thou 
now receive the reward for thy faithfulness in the 
circle of the pious and beautified mothers, and the 
God-fearing and virtuous daughters of Israel. 

Most virtuous of wives! pure and spotless soul! 
Thou hast at all times been girded with the fear of 
God, animated with the enlightened spirit of our 
mother, Sarah, actuated by the truly benevolent 

feelings of Rebecqa, and adorned with the. modest 

• • # • • 

and virtuous sentiments of Rachel and Leah. Thou 

# .• • • • • • .• * 

hast most cheerfully and most earnestly watched 

0 0 

over my household, [to teach the sons, to instruct 
the daughters, and to precede them with thy pious 

• A father of a family adds. 
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example;] to cheer the hearts of the poor, to cele¬ 
brate the sacred festivals, and to sanctify the sabbath. 
Thou hast changed my house into a temple, and my 
table into an altar. Thou hast watched over their 
sanctity. Mayest thou now enjoy the godly fruit of 
thine ardent zeal and pious efforts in the regions of 
uninterrupted happiness. 

O may our merciful Father command His benign 
angels of peace to open unto thee the gates of Eden, 
to seat thee in the assembly of pure souls, and may 
thine eyes now2 feast on the radiant glory of the 
Divine presence, which is hidden from the eyes of 
frail mortals. Beloved and revered spirit! God, in 
His inscrutable wisdom, has pleased to terminate 
thine earthly pilgrimage, to summon thee to regions 
of everlasting repose, whilst I am yet ordained to 
tarry in the valley of sorrow; be thou therefore my 
guide. Approach the throne of mercy, and implore 
upon me grace, that I may not stumble on my dismal 
intricate and rugged path. Remember not, when in 
an unheeded moment of impetuosity or unguarded 
passion, my mouth might have uttered harsh ex¬ 
pressions, and words of unkindness, which caused 
thee grief, sorrow and trouble. O, do pardon and 
forgive me! May thine affection, thy love, thy sym¬ 
pathy, which have not ceased with thy death, be my 
polar star, to lead me to the land of life and of 
blissfulness, to illumine my gloomy and dismal nights, 
and to protect me from danger, from trouble and 
mishaps. 
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May thy pure soul unite with me in prayer before 
the Dispenser of all events, to guard me from afflic¬ 
tion, grief and sickness, and to grant unto me and 
all that belong to me, a long and happly life: a life of 
honor, of plenty; free from care [*so that I may 
maintain my children and my household, and train 
them in the service of His sacred name, according to 
the true and unfeigned desire of my heart.] May 
peace, blessing, ease, honor, plenty and glory be the 
portion of my inheritance. Lift up thy voice in 
prayer and supplication to the Father of mercy; im¬ 
plore His sacred name, that He may deliver us from 
trouble and affliction, and that I and all who belong 
to me may fulfil our years in happiness and content, 
even to a good old age. [Merciful Father! grant 
that my descendans may be good, virtuous, upright 
and pious, free from sin and blemish, so that they 
may never defile or desecrate Thy great name. Cause 
their light to break forth as the morning, and may 
their health speedily spring forth. Gracious Father! 
Deign that I may train them in, and lead them to 
the glorification of Thy sacred name and holy serv¬ 
ice; do not subject them to the gifts of the sons of 
men, nor suffer that they stay their hunger by that 
reached to them at the tables of strangers. Incline 
their hearts to study and to search Thy sacred law, 
and guard them against malice, envy, and discord.] 
Arise, call upon thy God! tarry not, invoke his 
mercy, that He may listen to our supplication, for 
the sake of the merit of our pious forefathers, and of 
all the godly and virtuous ones who sleep in the 
dust. 

* A fctbev <>( * fraPy *<M&. 
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Purest of souls, thou my beloved! May thine 
ashes rest in ease and tranquillity. Abide thou in 
everlasting and uninterrupted felicity, and rise at the 
appointed time, when the Almighty will awaken thee 
to constant glory and perpetual life. Amen. 

PRAYER FOR A WIDOW ON THE GRAVE 

OF HER HUSBAND. 

One married to another must not visit the grave of her first 

husband. 

Peace be unto thee, thou spirit of my beatified 
husband! Thou who hast been the prop of my house, 
and the delight of my dwelling. Thou who hast 
enlightened my darkness and cheered my gloomi¬ 
ness. Thou, the crown of my glory, and the remedy 
of my affliction. But, alas! now my sun has gone 
down, and I, a bereaved widow, am left alone and 
destitute. My brightness disappeared, and my delight . 
vanished. Alas! when I enter my house, when I 
look this way and that way and perceive thee not, 

I exclaim in the anguish of my heart, Where art 
thou? Wherefore has thou forsaken me, the grieved 
of spirit? Who will console me, who will heal my 
affliction, and who will stay the tears on my cheeks ? I 
come to-day to the valley of the fountain of tears; to 
the cleft of the rock of the resting place of my delight 
and joy. I sought him and found him not; then I 
called out from distress, Peace be unto thee, and to 
thy purified soul. Mayest thou rest in, and be pro¬ 
tected under the shadow of the Divine Glory, and ever 
he remembered for good. 


Digitized by Google 




. 'nfcwft "iy n*ni . Ttnax-nx man 

• • • • • • x ••• | x ••• •• T •• r« 

• • • * • • * • • • t *• 

tarn ntfai 'a by . 'nrun 'mn na'an 

— • x • ** T • • ' • • • T 5 • • ••• 

• • • • • • • 

ntste '3Xsi tuXs nitetea . nann txsn 

• • •• • ... • I • ft • x •’• X 1 • 

• • .• • •• • • •• 9 

nsm .ninuab nnx nya: .nrob nasn 

t : ~t : : • t - t: ~ t t t~ : • • t : ~ • 

rs' 'ai nm mv 'a . mruxb unis 

» • T * T •• v • T":~ T 

'a .B'nato 'pw sbna 'bios nyietf 

• • XX • • •• • "• T T •• •• • X • 


T T 


usTP 'a . a"n a\ibx 'an ub mr* 


• • 


• ••• 


. Teton nytf tab mi' 'ai . nan a'n:a 






raa n:a' 'ai . nniabx nnaan 'a byi 

I-:. vs* • 1 v tt: - t : -: • • -: 

nbya by nate nn'a nann axi . Tin's 

T -ft«* — t • • • •••• • • Iftftftft 

• • • • • • 

nn'a nann n3n . va'a n'an pnna 

- ■ vs* •• • tt: - * - : \: 

.ranai cbiyn aim ibxa im\s % by byan 

T * T r T *■••••• • • • ft ^ » » • 

• 9 9 ft • ft ft ft 

wnayi .tit ufts na'bs by ann p by 

T T » VT » ** •• : - ... - |.. - 

'ax xfeai an b« 'isb netesai nbsna 

. t •: t •• ••: • t • t~ : t • : • 

'nXan by nsa'B? . nuabx pi a-cin' 

• •• *• •• • ••• x • “ I ■ "• • 9 


arm .'sixsab 'ns a'tem .'nia'nn roan 

• • — • • • • X • • •• • •• 

• • • • • • • ••• 


'nix amn . 'a ibn ntfx 'sa byn 'by 

• • • T v "S • ~ “ s "* T 

y33 bai nbna ba n'B'i . 'ate. kbti 

r -«; t; t - t • t; • ••; • 


Digitized by Google 




— 43 “ 

I beseech Thee, O God! look on the affliction of 
. Thy handmaid; behold my grief, my contrition, my 
crushed spirit, my troubled mind and my great dis- 
. . quietude. * [ Behold, with whom hast thou left, these 
sheep,—mine and thine, lambs which thou hast left 
to themselves! Thou didst go to rest, but us thou hast 
left to sorrow. Who shall teach them knowl¬ 
edge, who make them that are weaned from the 
milk understand the ways of the living God and the 
spirit of our inherited faith? Who will guide us in 
the path of rectitude, and who will teach us the right 
and proper use of time?] To whom hast thou en¬ 
trusted thy sorrowful widow? Verily, if the death 
of a wife to a husband has been compared to one 
doomed to see the destruction of the glorious temple, 
then the death of a husband to a wife surely re¬ 
sembles the overthrow of the whole universe. Rise, 
therefore, beloved of my soul; pray, supplicate and 
implore the mercy of the Most High and Holy One, 
the Father of the fatherless and the Judge of the 
widows, to have mercy on the remnant of thy flock; 
that He may deign to pardon my sins, and to support 
my house that is broken down, to grant me a remedy 
for my sufferings, and to look down from His celestial 
abode with compassion on me, and on all that depend 
on me. Heavenly Father! be Thou my comforter, 
my healer; remove from me every disease and afflic¬ 
tion, repair my ruin and provide for me and my 
children our daily wants. Grant that they may 

* A mother of a young family adds. 
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grow up like the cedars: that their roots may strike, 
and their branches spread. May their remotest 
posterity be wise, understanding, honored, attached 
to Thy sacred law, and devoted to piety and virtue, 
and may they spend long years in riches, honor and 
ease. 

Grant me Thy paternal aid; strenghten me in the 
fulfilment of my arduous task, for it is Thou who 
protectest the weak, and raisest the drooping spirits 
of the fatherless, and never despisest the prayers of 
widows. 

And thou, heavenly soul of my beatified husband! 
May God remember thee for good. May thy sacred 
ashes repose in peace, until thou art awakened to 
everlasting life, and to uninterrupted bliss, joy and 
gladness. Amen. 


PRAYER ON VISITING THE GRAVE OF 

GROWN-UP CHILDREN. 

Peace be unto thee, thou pure soul! Thou, my 
delight, my longing, with whom God had favored me 
on this terrestrial world. Thou hast been entrusted 
to me by His infinite kindness, and in His unsearch¬ 
able wisdom He deemed proper to deprive me of thee. 
Blessed be His sacred name. O how beloved were 
thy words to me. Thy name, thy remembrance, 
were the delight of my soul. But, alas! my beloved 
has withdrawn from me. He appeared and vanished ; 
I called him, but he gave me no answer; I sought 
him, but found him not. I short-sighted mortal, 
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dare not penetrate into the Divine secret. I cannot 
fathom the reason of thy untimely departure. Hast 
thou only been entrusted to me for a certain time, or 
have my sins been the cause of thy early death and 
my heavy affliction? Alas! either way I was not 
permitted to train and hear thee, beloved child. 
Thou didst come forth like a flower; thou didst 
blossom in the morning, thou didst promise precious 
fruits; but how untimely, how early in life hast thou 
been blasted by a scorching sun, and crushed by a 
temptuous storm, like a flower that is cut down in 
the morning, withered and scattered. I, a sadly 
bereaved [father] [mother], come therefore to the 
valley of weeping, to pray to God that He may re¬ 
ceive thy soul in His heavenly seat, and to protect 
it in His sublime and secret place. 

Thou ’most pure and heavenly soul! Rise and 
appear with prayer and supplication before the Most 
High and exalted One, that He may deign to pardon 
and to forgive the sins and transgressions, and the 
evil deeds which I have committed. May He lead 
me in ease, comfort and quietude, even to an old and 
hoary age; may He ever guard me and the remainder 
of my children from irrevocable destruction, from 
untimely death, from every sickness and plague; 
and guard my going out and my coming in, with life 
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•nd peace, from henceforth and for evermore. Be¬ 
loved child! Go to thine end, and repose in peace, 
and rise for thy lot at the end of the days, with all 
the righteous ones. And He being merciful, forgiveth 
iniquity, and destroyeth not; yea, He frequently 
turneth away His anger, and awakeneth not all His 
wrath, and when He will send Elijah the prophet 
before the coming of the great and fearful day of the 
Eternal, to restore the heart of fathers to their 
children, and the heart of children to their fathers, 
then He will comfort both me and thee l Amen. 


PRAYER ON VISITING THE GRAVE OF 

INFANTS. 

Peace be unto thee, pure soul, once wrapt in the 
body of my beloved child! How transitory has thy 
earthly life been! Thy existence was more ideal 
than reality. We, frail mortals, dare not, cannot 
dive into the hidden wisdom of the unscrutable de¬ 
cree, to unravel the cause of thy early, untimely 
death. Is it merely as a trial of my implicit resigna¬ 
tion, of my love to, and my faith in God, or is it 
because of my sins that testify against me? But let 
not my own mouth pronounce me guilty, saying: 
Wherefore have thy children died during thy life? 
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I will rise and testify myself before God. For, cs 
for these lambs, what have they done to terminate 
their earthly existence? Yet for all this do we render 
our thanks unto Thee, and declare the justice of 
Thy sentence, and tremble at Thy reverence. And 
Thou, Eternal God of my life! hearken unto my 
prayer, and may the pure soul of my beloved child 
rise and shine in the presence of Thy Divine glory, 
and in the assembly of the cherubim! 

Thou, my child, who hast been entrusted to me but 
for a moment, rise with thy supplication before Him 
who hearkens to prayer, that He may deign to 
pardon my sins, the cause of thy early death! May 
His rod and dread not terrify me; may my days be 
fulfilled in happiness, and my years in pleasantness! 
May naught but happiness and tender mercy attend 
me all the days of my life, so that I may dwell in the 
house of the Eternal in length of days. May He in 
His mercy deliver me and the remnant of my children 
from death and barrenness, from disease and dejec¬ 
tion, from trouble and distress, and from want and 
misery. May the Most Merciful, who bestowest 
fTis infinite compassion on our righteous forefathers. 
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lead thee, beloved soul, into the garden of Eden; 
there to delight in the fellowship of the righteous. 
May thy untimely death be considered as an offering 
for, and an expiation of my sins and of those of my 
household, so that He may not continue to afflict 
me. Grant to bless me with good children, who may 
enjoy good health, and delight in Thy sacred law. 
Grant to remove from us, and from all the people of 
the house of Israel, trouble, sorrow, affliction and 
evil mishaps. Amen. 


PRAYER ON VISITING THE BURIAL GROUND 
ON THE DAY BEFORE NEW YEAR 
AND ON THE DAY BEFORE YOM 

KIPPUR. 

May it be acceptable in Thy presence, Thou, eternal 
God of mercy and forgiveness, who sittest on the 
throne of mercy, to incline Thy tender compassion 
towards us, and to look down from Thy celestial seat 
on Thy [servant] [handmaid], who with a trembling 
heart and a contrite spirit ventures to approach this 
awful and sacred spot of the pious ones, who repose 
here in peace, to invoke Thy paternal forgiveness for 
the sins, iniquities and transgressions which I have 
committed. Enter not into rigorous judgment with 
us; for no one can be justified before Thee. Alas, I 
feel my unworthiness, I am conscious of my trans- 
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gressions; yet do it for Thy sake and for the sake of 
the merit of the holy ones, who slumDer in the dust; 
for, unto Thee and for Thy salvation are our eyes 
continually directed, that Thou mayest justify us in 
Thy judgment 


[On the Day before the 
New Year.] 

Grant that we may on 
the ensuing morning of 
the New Year, that 
draws near to us, be 
remembered and in¬ 
scribed. 


[On the day before the Day 
of Atonement.] 

Grant that we may on 
the ensuing morning, the 
day of fasting and atone¬ 
ment, that draws towards 
us, be remembered and 
sealed. 


in the book of a happy life and of blessing, to pardon 
and forgiveness for all our sins and transgressions. 

Father of mercy! Grant us a happy and blessed 
year, a year of felicity, of peace, of truth, of redemp¬ 
tion, of gladness, of honor, of good assembly, of sub¬ 
sistence, of enlightenment, of ease, of consolation, of 
Divine assistance, of piety, of sanctity, of peace and 
of salvation. Deign to send Thy blessings on our 
undertakings, grant our requests, and fulfil our de¬ 
sires ; exalt our horn on high, terminate our sufferings, 
collect our dispersed, and hasten to redeem us. i 

Pardon the sins of Thy people of Israel, who are 
yet alive, and of those whose souls have quitted their 
earthly coils. * [Pardon and cleanse us on the ap- 

*On the day before add. 
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proaching sacred Day of Atonement from our sins, 
so that all "may be free from guilt on the great and 
awful day of judgment, as indicated in the Day of 
Atonement. 

May the godly and meritorious deeds of those 
pious ones who repose here, and of those who sleep 
in Hebron, be extended to us, to remove from me 
and from all Thy people of the house of Israel all 
wrath and anger, so that I may not quit fruitlessly 
this awful place. Send us Thine anointed one, re¬ 
build for us Thy sacred house, restore Thy Divine 
glory to our glorious land, and deal with us bounti¬ 
fully in our latter end. May Thy paternal mercy 
prevail over us; for Thou art our God.' Hear us, O 
Eternal, and accept our prayers with mercy and 
favor! Amen. 


SHORT PRAYER ADAPTED FOR VISITING 
THE GRAVE OF EITHER FATHER, 
MOTHER, SON, DAUGHTER, BROTHER 
OR SISTER, RELATIVES AND 

FRIENDS. 

May God remember thy soul for good. *[May He 
preserve thee from the terror of the grave.] 

May He grant unto thee a sweet slumber, and 
mayest thou rest in the grave in perfect ease. May 


•At the grave of those departed within a year add. 
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the merit of thy pious deeds be extended to us in the 
time of trouble, and thy soul be treasured up in the 
treasure of life, in association with all the pious ones 
in Israel. 


PRAYER ON QUITTING THE BURIAL 

GROUND. 

Peace be unto you, ye pure beatified souls, ema¬ 
nations from the effulgence of Him who created the 
luminaries. Behold, I go my way, and my sou! 
blesses the Eternal, the God of life, to whom I direct 
my prayer. O may He deign to guard within me 
my soul and spirit; may He hear the prayers of 
those who seek Him, increase the honor of His 
perfect ones, and heap grace and mercy on His pious 
and meek in the land, who perform His command¬ 
ments: so that they may see their descendants grow 
strong in health, and in the fear of God, and cause 
them to behold the solemn assembly in the sacred 
temple; 

Thus rest, rest in peace, ye upright slumberers! 
Repose until the King of life, the Lord of heaven 
and earth, will exclaim: “Rise, ye upright ones! Rise 
to everlasting life!” 
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Source of life! Grant that we may enter into a life 
of happiness and peace, until the faithful messenger 
will draw near, and the anointed of the God of 
Jacob, and affectionately restore the hearts of parents 
to children, and the hearts of children to parents, 
and when righteousness will precede us. We will 
then praise and adore our God with all praises and 
glorifications; for He is great, mighty and tremen¬ 
dous. He revives the dead by His mere word, who 
does great and unsearchable deeds, marvellous things 
without number. Blessed be He who reviveth the 
dead. 

PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS OF SIN COM¬ 
MITTED AGAINST DEPARTED ONES. 

To be recited on the grave. 

Peace be with thee, hallowed and purified spirit, 
now resting in the bright realms on high! Perfect 
peace with thee, who dwellest now with the angels 
above, whilst thy mortal remains repose in the quiet 
grave. But, alas! I am pained and oppressed by 
sin and iniquity; and hither I came now to this, thy 
dark grave, to ask forgiveness from thy spirit for all 
the wrong I have done or meditated to do to thee 
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when living with us on earth. Behold, I confess, I 
acted wrong against thee ( N . N.,) I have sinned 
against the law of God in striving to harm thy name, 
or in neglecting to fulfil my obligations toward thee. 
With a contrite heart I repent all I have done against 
thee, al I have thought against thee. O! that thy 
pity may be moved and thy prayers may be active 
for me, that the Lord God, blessed be His name, 
may pardon all my sins: and all my transgressions 
against His law and against His creatures may be 
blotted out; and that His help may be extended to 
me, that I may cling to His law without stint or hin¬ 
drance. And may the Lord lead me henceforth on 
the still waters of peace, and happiness and grace 
may be my portion all the days of my life, so that I 
may always dwell in the House of God. Amen. 
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fi4 THE BURIAL SERVICE. 

THE BURIAL SERVICE, 

On those days on which Tachanun is not said\ Michtatn of Daz id 

is read instead of the following :— 

The Rock, his work is perfect, for all his ways are judgment: 
a God of faithfulness and without iniquity, just and right is he. 
The Rock, perfect in every work, who can say unto him, What 
workest thou? He ruleth below and above; he killeth and 
maketh alive: he bringeth down to the grave, and bringeth up 
again. The Rock, perfect in every deed, who can say unto him, 
What doest thou ? O thou who speakest and doest, of thy grace 
deal kindly with us, and for the sake of him who was bound like 
a lamb, O hearken and do. Just in all thy ways art thou, O per¬ 
fect Rock, slow to anger and full of compassion. Spare and have 
pity upon parents and children, for thine, Lord, is forgiveness 
and compassion. Just art thou, O Lord, in killing and in making 
alive, in whose hand is the charge of all spirits; far be it from 
thee to blot out our remembrance: O let thine eyes mercifully 
regard us, for thine, Lord, is compassion and forgiveness. If a 
man live a year or a thousand years, what profiteth it him? He 
shall be as though he had not been. Blessed be the true Judge, 
who killeth and maketh alive. Blessed be he, for his judgment is 
true, and his eye discerneth all things, and he awardeth unto 
man his reckoning and his sentence, and all must render acknowl- 
ment unto him. We know, O Lord, that thy judgment is righte¬ 
ous; thou art justified when thou speakest, and pure when thou 
judgest, and it is not for us to murmur at thy method of judging; 
just art thou, O Lord, and righteous are thy judgments. O true 
and righteous judge I Blessed be the true judge, all whose judg¬ 
ments are righteous and true. The soul of every living thing is 
In thy hand; thy right hand is full of righteousness. Have mercy 
upon the remnant of the flock of thy hand, and say unto the 
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angel, Stay thy hand. Thou are great in counsel and mighty in 
deed; thine eyes are open upon all the ways of the children of 
men, to give unto every one according to his ways, and according 
to the fruit of his doings. To declare that the Lord is upright; 
he is my Rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him. The Lord 
gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the 
Lord. And he, being merciful, forgiveth iniquity and destroyeth 
not: yea, many a time he turneth his anger away, and doth not 
stir up all his wrath. 

Michtam of David. 

Guard me, O God, for in thee do I take refuge. I say unto 
the Lord, Thou art my lord: I have no good beyond thee. As 
for the saints that are in the earth, they are the noble ones in 
whom is all my delight. Their sorrows will be multiplied that 
have gotten unto themselves another god: their drink offerings 
of blood will I not pour out, nor take their names upon my lips. 
The Lord is the portion of mine inheritance and of my cup: 
thou maintainest my lot. The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant 
places; yea, I have a delightsome heritage. I will bless the Lord, 
who hath given me counsel: yea, my reins admonish me in the 
night seasons. I have set the Lord always before me: because he 
is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. Therefore my heart 
rejoiceth and my glory is glad: my flesh also will dwell in safety. 
For thou wilt not abandon my soul to the grave; neither wilt thou 
suffer thy loving one to see the pit Thou wilt make known to 
me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right 
hand are pleasures forevermore. 

The Coffin is borne from the Hall to the Burial Ground. Those 
who have not visited the Burial Ground for thirty days, say 
the following :— 

Blessed be the Lord our God, King of the universe, who formed 
you in judgment, who nourished and sustained you in judgment, 
who brought death on you in judgment, who knoweth the number 
of you all in judgment, and will hereafter restore you to life in 
judgment Blessed art thou, O Lord, who quickenest the dead. 

Thou, O Lord, art mighty forever, thou quickenest the dead, 
thou art mighty to save. 

Thou sustainest the living with loving kindness, quickenest the 
dead with great mercy, supportest the falling, healest the sick, 
loosest the bond, and keepest thy faith to them that sleep in the 
dust. Who is like unto thee, Lord of mighty acts, and who re- 
•embleth thee, O King, who killest and quickenest, and causec-t 
salvation to spring forth? 

Yea, faithful art thou to quicken the dead. 
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56 THE BURIAL SERVICE. 

When the Coffin is lowered into the Crave, the following is said, 
the sentence being varied according to the sex of the deported: 
May he come to his place in peace. 

May she come to her place in peace. 

On quitting the Burial Ground it is customary to pluck some gross 

and to say one of the following sentences :— 

And they of the city shall flourish like the grass of the earth. 

He remembereth that we are dust. 

All those who have been present at the Interment wash their 

hands, and say :— 

He will destroy death forever; and the Lord God will wipe 
away tears from off all faces; and the rebuke of his people shall 
he take away from off all the earth: for the Lord hath spoken it 

They then return to the Hall, and say, "And let the pleasantness 
of the Lord our God be upon us,” to 4, my salvation.” 

The following Kaddish is said by Children after the Burial of 
their Parents. On those days on which Tachanun is not said 
the Kaddish is substituted. 

Mourners. —May his great name be magnified and sanctified 
in the world that is to be created anew, where he will quicken 
the dead, and raise them up unto life eternal; will rebuild the 
city of Jerusalem, and establish his temple in the midst thereof; 
and will uproot all alien worship from the earth and restore the 
worship of the true God. O may the Holy One, blessed be he, 
reign in his sovereignty and glory during your life and during 
your days, and during the life of all the house of Israel, even 
speedily and at a near time, and say ye, Amen. 

Cong, and Mourners. —Let his great name be blessed forever 
and to all eternity. 

Mourners. —Blessed, praise and glorified, exalted, extolled and 
honored, magnified and lauded be the name of the Holy One, 
blessed be he; though he be high above all blessings and hymns, 
praises and consolations, which are uttered in the world; and say 
ye, Amen. 

Cong. —Let the name of the Lord be blessed from this time 
forth and forevermore. 

Mourners. —May there be abundant peace from heaven, and life 
for us and for all Israel; and say ye. Amen. 

Cong. —My help is from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 

Mourners. —He who maketh peace in his high places, may be 
make peace for us and for all Israel; and sajr ye, Amen. 
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SERVICE AT THE SETTING OF A TOMBSTONE. 67 

SERVICE AT THE SETTING OF A TOMBSTONE 

Happy is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the wicked, 
nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the 
scornful. But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his 
law doth he meditate day and night. And he shall be like a tree 
planted by the streams of water, that bringeth forth its fruit in 
its season, whose leaf also doth not wither; and whatsoever he 
doeth shall prosper. The wicked are not so; but are like the 
chaff which the wind driveth away. Therefore the wicked shall 
not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the 
righteous. For the Lord knoweth the way of the righteous, but 
the way of the wicked shall perish. 

As for man, his days are as grass; as the flower of the field, 
so he flourisheth. For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone; 
and the place thereof shall know it no more. But the loving 
kindness of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon 
them that fear him, and his righteousness unto children’s chil¬ 
dren. Oh that they were wise, that they understood this, that 
they would consider their latter end. For at his death he shall 
carry nothing away; his glory shall not descend after him. Mark 
the innocent man, and behold the upright; for the latter end of 
that man is peace. The Lord setteth free the soul of his ser¬ 
vants; and none that take refuge in him shall be condemned. 
How precious is thy loving kindness, O Godl and the children 
of men take refuge under the shadow of thy wings. They sate 
themselves with the fatness of thy house; and thou givest them 
to drink of the river of thy pleasures. He shall enter into peace; 
they shall rest on their beds—each one that walketh in his up¬ 
rightness. 
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OF THE DEPARTED. 

Lord, what is man that thou takest cognizance of him? 

The son of mortal—that thou regardest him? 

Man is like a breath, 

His days are like a passing shadow. 

In the morning he blossometh and is changed; 

In the evening he is mowed off and withereth. 

What man is there that shall live and not see death? 

That can deliver his soul from the power of the nether 
world ? 

Thou turnest man to contrition and sayest: 

Return, ye children of man. 

Let us know how to number our days, 

That we may obtain a heart endowed with wisdom. 

If they were but wise they would understand this, 

They would consider their latter end. 

For when he dieth he can take nothing away; 

His glory will not descend after him. 

Observe the perfect man, and behold the upright. 

For there is a future for the man of peace. 

But God will redeem my soul from the power of the nether 

world, 

For he will take away. 

The Lord redeemeth the soul of his servants, 

And all that trust in him shall not incur guiltiness. 
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MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR THE DEAD. 

THE MEMORIAL OF DEPARTED SOULS. 


59 


It is customary to make mention of the Souls of departed 
Parents, etc., on the day of Atonement, and the uL* 
timate Days of the Three Festivals. 

For the Father: 

May God remember the soul of our honoured father 
(A. B.) who is gone to his repose; for that, I now 

solemnly offer charity for his sake; in reward of this, 

may his soul enjoy eternal life, with the souls of Abra¬ 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob; Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah, 
and the rest of the righteous males and females that ar* 
in Paradise; and let us say, Amen. 

For the Mother: 

May God remember the soul of my honoured mother 
(C. D.) who is gone to her repose; for that I now 

solemnly offer charity for her sake; in reward of this, 

may her soul enjoy eternal life, with the souls of Abra¬ 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob; Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah, 
and the rest of the righteous males and females that are 
in Paradise; and let us say, Amen. 

For the Grandfathers: 

May God remember the souls of my father and mother, 
my grandfathers and grandmothers, my uncles and aunts, 
my brothers and sisters, whether paternal or maternal, 
who are gone to their repose; for that I now solemnly 
offer charity for their sake; in reward of this, may their 
souls enjoy eternal life, with the souls of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob; Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah, and the 
rest of the righteous males and females that are in Para¬ 
dise ; and let us say, Amen. 
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60 MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR THE DEAD. 

May God remember the soul of (A. B.) and the souls 
of all my relatives, both male and female, whether pater¬ 
nal or maternal; whether they have been killed, slain, and 
slaughtered, burnt, drowned, or strangled, for the sancti¬ 
fication of thy holy name; for that I offer charity for the 
memorial of their souls; in reward of this, may their souls 
enjoy eternal life, with the souls of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob; Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah, and the rest of 
the righteous males and females that are in Paradise; and 
let us say, Ameni 

May he who blessed our forefathers, Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob, Moses and Aaron, David and Solomon, bless 
(A. B.) because he had solemnly offered charity for the 
souls which he hath remembered to-day, in honor of the 
Lord, in honor of the Torah, in honor of this holy day; 
in recompense for this, may the Holy One, blessed be He, 
guard and protect him from all affliction and iniquity, 
and from all sickness and plague, and may he inscribe and 
seal him on this day unto a good life, and may he send 
blessings and prosperity upon all the works of his hands, 
as well as upon all Israel, his brethren, and let us say, 
Amen. 
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PRAYER FOR A DEPARTED (—■). 


^JOD, full of mercy, who dwelleth 

on higt, cause the soul of 

{here mention name of departed) 

which hath gone to its rest to find 
repose in the wings of the Shechinah, 
among the souls of the holy, and 
pure as the firmanent of the shies, 
for they have offered charity for the 
emory of his soul; for the sake of 
this, conceal him in the mystery of 
thy wings forever,' and bind up his 
soul in the bond of life; may the Lord 
be his inheritance, and may he repose 
in his resting-place in peace, and let 

us say, Amen. 


G4 

REFLECTIONS AND PRAYERS FOR AN 
ORPHAN BRIDE ON VISITING THE GRAVE 

OF HER FATHER, BEFORE 
HER WEDDING. 

Here I stand at the grave of my dearest benefactor, 
my beloved father, whose kindness can no longer 
comfort me, whose counsels can no more guide me! 
Oh, all-merciful Father in heaven ha-tsour tomim 
poolo, Thou art perfect in Thy work, whether Thou 
givest or takest away, assist me with Thy light that 
the spirit 'of my dear departed father may continue 
to guide me on my entering into the bonds of matri¬ 
mony, to lead a pure and happy life. 

Here I stand, gloomy bride, at the grave of my 
sainted father on this solemn day when I am about to 
be married, beseeching Thee, heavenly Father, to 
vouchsafe bliss and happiness in my new bond of 
life. May the spirit of my beloved father guide me 
in purity and salvation. May my father’s winged soul 
intercede before Thy throne, oh Lord, that I may 
be safeguarded in my new walk of matrimonial life, 
and deserve Thy grace by being charitable and doing 
good. > 

I swear, beloved father, by thy sacred dust within 
this grave, that thy loving memory shall be faithfully 
enshrined within the inmost depth of my soul, and I 
beseech tearfully thy intercession in behalf of thy 

daughter who is ready to be conducted to the altnr 
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without the accompanying smile of a loving father! 

O God of heaven and earth! Mayest Thou remember 
to-day Thy servant who implores Thy protection, and 
mayest Thou also remember my departed father in 
love and mercy. Let my father’s spirit sojourn upon 
the heights of eternal light, and let his orphaned 
daughter lead her new married life in joy, in purity, 
in bliss and surrounded with benevolent actions. 

Amen. 


MEDITATIONS AND PRAYERS FOR AN 
ORPHAN-BRIDE ON VISITING THE GRAVE 

OF HER MOTHER, BEFORE 

HER WEDDING. 

All-merciful God! I come to-day with a broken 
heart and with clouded eyes in this silent field where 
the earthly remains of my dear departed mother rest, 
to dedicate my filial tears and emotions to the sacred 
memory of my beloved mother, before my entering 
into matrimonial life. 

My sainted mother, who sleeepest beneath this tomb 
stone, thy daughter draws nigh to thee with tears 
of mourning to-day when I am preparing to seal my 
love to my future husband. Oh thou, dear mother, 
who didst teach my lips the first words of prayer; thou 
who didst guide my first steps in life, I still feel thy 
presence by the warm stream of glowing feelings 
flowing through my soul at this solemn moment when 
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I am about to be tied with the knot of matrimony. 
Mother! I have come to thy solitary grave to ask thy 
protection and thy blessing. May thy pure soul indi¬ 
cate me the pathway of bliss in my new phase of life, 
and look on me with love and pity, with affection and 
mercy. 

“The Lord gave, the Lord hath taken away, blessed 
be the name of the Lord.” It has been Thy im¬ 
penetrable will, O God, to take my beloved mother 
from me. Hearken to the prayers of a devoted child. 
Merciful Father, who implores Thy favor near her 
mother’s grave—bless my coming marriage celebra¬ 
tion, for unto Thee, Father to the orphan, I confide 
my life. May Thy bliss surround me in my new 
home, may Thy wisdom enlighten me in the new 
domestic life I am about to enter, and may the sacred 
memory of my beloved mother whose everlasting abode 
I am irrigating with tears stand by me to enlighten 
me with divine wisdom, that I may walk through life 
fulfilling my new duties and obligations as a wife 
and daughter of Israel. And thou beloved mother, I 
have come hither not only to honor thy revered 
memory but also to invite, in thought, thy sweet spirit 
to my wedding, so that T may rejoice in thy maternal 
goodness, and spiritual presence. Amen. 



67 

MEDITATIONS. REFLECTIONS 
AND PRAYERS FOR AN ORPHAN-BRIDE ON 
VISITING THE TWIN GRAVES OF HER 
FATHER AND MOTHER. BEFORE 

HER WEDDING. 

All-Merciful Father of life! In this silent field is 
carved the most sorrowful spot for me, solitary 
orphan, deprived of both, my dear father and my 
beloved mother! Here where I now stand with trembl¬ 
ing knees, are carved the twin graves of my sainted 
parents who once so faithfully guided and supported 
me. How could the sweet memories of my glorified 
mother and of my loving father vanish from my heart 
and soul to-day when I am on the point of being led 
to the altar without the comforting smile of my 
beloved mother and dear father? 

But '‘love is stronger than death” saith the wisest 
King of Israel, and through these impenetrable graves 
appear before me, sorrowful bride, the sweet and 
honored shadow of both of you, ye dear parents, and 
I feel, therefore, the sacred breath, of your spirits 
fanning upon me, whispering to me that ye will con¬ 
tinue, beyond your graves, to watch cheerfully my 
coming solemn day of marriage with sacrificing love 
which is stranger than death. Sacred spirit of my 
mother! O magnanimous spirit of my father! Be¬ 
hold the tears flowing forth from the eye of your 
child, the desolate bride, in the memory of both of you. 
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Tears of an orphan-bride are all that I can yet offer 
unto you, accept them as a sacrifice of thanks and 
love and as a spiritual invitation in thought, to the 
marriage ceremony of your daughter the orphan. 

Merciful Father in heaven! hearken to the tearful 
prayers of a daughter who implores Thy favor for 
her father and mother, and I beseech Thee, O my 
God, to bless my new path in life, for Thou alone 
art witness to the pain that has taken root in the 
depth of my soul when I have neither father nor 
mother to conduct me to the bridal altar. Guide me, 
O Heavenly Father, during my earthly pilgrimage 
through life with my new mate, so that when it shall 
please Thee to call me hence, my soul may appear 
worthy of Thy grace. 

How more terrible would be my anguish and dis- 
pair, O Lord, if faith did not reveal to me the immortal 
destiny of the soul! Death is not annihilation, but 
is the entrance to a better existence, and I firmly 
believe what our holy religion teaches that the grave 
is a second cradle for eternal life. May the winged 
souls of my father and mother intercede before Thy 
throne, Merciful Father, that I may be tenderly 
guided in my new walk of matrimonial life in joy, in 
bliss in integrity, that I may fulfill my duties according 
to the precepts of Israel. Amen. 



ADDITIONAL PRAYERS. 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK. 


PRAYER FOR A SICK HUSBAND. 

From the depth of my heart I call upon Thee, O 
my Lord. Awful is the darkness that surrounds me 
on account of the sickness of my beloved husband. 
With a contrite, anxious and lacerated heart I implore 
Thee, that Thou mayest preserve unto me, yet for 
many, many years, the precious treasure which Thou, 
in Thy grace, didst vouchsafe unto me. 

Refreshed by no slumber nor rest, the nights pass 
away before me; bitter woe is my severe companion, 
for the happiness of my family lies prostrate, the 
crown of my house is surrounded by dark clouds. 
O Lord! hearken unto my prayer,—remove this 
heavy weight from my heart! Do not deprive me of 
the dearest and highest of all treasures, do not tear 
the heart from the heart! 


But the hope written within my heart, by the 
belief of my fathers, speaks unto me with consoling 
words: “Confide,—and endure, whatever the Lord 
may have ordained for thee!” Yes, I wait upon 
Tliy paternal grace, I trust in Thy mercy, as the 
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sacred bard teaches me: “ He that trusteth iu the 
Lord, mercy shall compass him about.** Return, O 
God! unto my beloved husband, his former strength 
and vigor, return him unto his sacred duties, and let 
him work, yet for many years, for the welfare of our 
family! Oh! may this be Thy holy will. Amen. 


PRAYER FOR SICK PARENTS. 

More in tears than in words is my prayer poured 
forth this day, before Thee, All-merciful Father! in 
tears burning and abundant, produced by woe and 
anxiety! For what is more saddening for the heart 
of a child than to know that a dear parent is pros¬ 
trated upon the couch of sufferings and sickness? 
And however much I trust and hope in Thy mercy, 
yet with trembling and alarm I bow before Thee, to 
implore of Thee the life, the health of my beloved 
(father—mother). Thou hast proclaimed the word: 
“Ye shall seek my face!” I seek Thy face with a 
longing heart Oh! do not hide it from me. Hearken 
unto my fervent prayer,—let not my tears flow in 
vain before Thee, have mercy upon my dear (father 
—mother), quicken (him — her) with the soft dew of 
Thy grace, mercifully pour Thy healing balm upon 
(his — her) wounds, and let the rays of Thy goodness 
and compassion descend upon (him — her), that (he 
—she) may be uplifted by their warmth and restored 
to strength and vigor. Forgive {him — her), O All- 
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THE BOOK OF LIFE. 

good Father! whenever and wherever (lie — she) may 
have erred, and remember all the good and charitable 
deeds which (he — she) may have performed,—Oh! let 
these deeds now intercede for (him — her) before Thy 
throne of justice and mercy. 

May my fervent prayer come before Thee, that the 
hour of deliverance and salvation may soon arrive, 
and our tears of woe be turned into tears of joy and 
gratitude. Amen. 

PRAYER FOR A SICK CHILD. 

O All-merciful Father! from the depth of my 
aggrieved heart I implore Thee: spare my child, do 
not take away this treasure that Thou gavest unto 
me from Thine boundless grace and goodness. I 
know this treasure is Thine , as all other boons which 
I call mine; Thou disposest of them according to 
Thy holy will. O! may it be Thy holy will to pre¬ 
serve for me this precious j ewel! Once Thou spokest 
unto Thy suffering Congregation: “ Call unto me in 
need , and I shall hear thee!” And through the in¬ 
spired Isaiah Thou gavest the consoling assurance 
unto Thy people Israel: “/ loiU pour my spirit upon 
thy children, and my blessing upon thine offspring!” 
Oh! extend this paternal promise also upon my child, 
grant him (her) health and long life. 

And unto me grant strength in all the cares and 
trials of life, fortify my courage in the fulfillment of 
my duties and in the endurance of all the heavy bur- 
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dens that Thy paternal hands may impose upon me. 
In Thee, O God! I trust, for Thou art nigh unto all 
who call upon Thee. Amen. 

PRAYER IN HEAVY SICKNESS. 

O Lord! answer and compassionate me, for I am 
full of distress, and humbled in mine afflictions. 
I am bowed down with weakness as a child, and 
without Thine aid, how shall I bear my troubles? 
Oh, that my deeds had been -worthy of Thine appro¬ 
bation, then had my soul been satisfied and my heart 
rejoiced. Yet, do Thou, O God! regard my contri¬ 
tion, hear my prayer, and lend Thy mercy even as a 
staff for my support. O Lord! pains and evils are 
inherited with the nature of man, yet my soul shall 
not be shaken by their approach. For, on whom 
shall I call for help but on Thee? And where shall 
I rest my hope but in Thy mercies ? “ Though my 
flesh and my heart fail, God is my consolation , my 
'portion for ever ; for , lo, they that are far from Thee 
shall perish , they that go after the favor of others shall 
he destroyed .” Ah! were my days of sorrow length¬ 
ened to the number of mine offences, yet, O Lord! 
I would still bless Thy name, and Thy dispensations, 
for Thou art my consolation, the resting place of my 
soul. Then, wherefore should I complain ? I will 
rosign myself to Thy will,for Thou, O Lord! art the 
Author of my being, and wilt not destroy (he work 
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which Thou hast made. Then shall I profit from 
my woes, and all times rest in Thy hands; for Thou, 
O my God! art my Savior and my living Redeemer. 
Amen. 

PRAYERS FOR THE DEAR. 

REFLECTIONS. 

How dare we, inhabiting this frail clay, raise our 
eyes in pride. Should we not rather remember that 

A 

our body, like that of the crawling worm, will soon 
be mingled with the dust? 

Man is vainly proud of his reason and intellect; 
yet these treasures cannot save him from the de¬ 
crees of divine justice, if he wickedly makes a wrong 
use of these possessions. 

Let us reflect then, whence do we come, and 
whither are we going. Human life is limited like 
that of the plant; a day may destroy Tvhat the pre¬ 
ceding one has produced. Is it not better to die in 
righteousness, than to fall a prey to temptation and 
sin in the pursuit of the perishable wealth and 
fleeting power of this world ? 

Frail from our birth, we consume our energies in 
toil after riches; the body resists the call of religion 
so long as it remains animated by the soul; but when 
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this departs, wliat is left? Naught but clay and 
ashes. Of what avail therefore are dignity and 
riches? will they not be left to strangers? do we not 
return naked as we came? why, then, should we 
listen to the voice of passion? why are we intoxicated 
with success, when such is sure to be our end ? 

Let us cast aside all iniquity, amend our conduct, 
and return to our Father, the King of kings; for re¬ 
pen tence and prayer will obtain His mercy. Let us 
examine our ways, and think of our end, for we know 
not when the day of death will come. Let us lift up 
our hearts to God; for we have been led away by 
worldly illusions, and have been wandering astray, 
like sheep without a shepherd. 

May the death of him for whom we now mourn, 
cause us to repent while there is yet time; for we 
know not when we may be summoned before the 
tribunal of the Most High. 

Grant, O Lord! that tliis warning may not be lost 
to us; but do Thou assist us to make a proper use 
of our days on earth, so that we may employ them 
righteously, and secure thus our salvation. Call us 
not unprepared, wo beseech Thee, into Thy presence, 
until we shall have been able to efface our sms by 
pious acts and righteous deeds. Amen. 
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MEDITATIONS AND PRAYERS ON Vi SIT¬ 
ING THE GRAVES OF THOSE WE LOVED. 

M y soul is filled with sadness on entering this 
mournful abode of the dead. Here aro ended all 
human projects and desires, passions and endeavors; 
pride and lowliness, wealth and poverty, love and 
hate, all sleep here alike in peace. 

How terrible would be our anguish and despair, if 
faith did not reveal to us the immortal destiny of 
the soul! Were we not to acknowledge a future re¬ 
sponsibility, there would be no such impulse as 
duty; the loftiest sentiments, therefore, the holiest 
affections, would lose their incentive, and remain un¬ 
cultivated as useless emotions. 

But all ends not here. Death is not annihilation; 
it is but the entrance to a better existence, and leads 
to eternal life; for in death the soul casts off its 
material garment to enter the abode of immortality. 

Those loved ones, whose ashes repose beneath 
this sod, are not eternally lost to us; they live in the 
presence of our Creator, and their graves serve as a 
memorial to those who loved them in life, and hope 
to be united to them in eternity. O ye whom I have 

although you repose now on your 
last bed of rest, you will live forever in my heart, I 
pray for you on earth; as I feel that you watch over 
me in the abode of the blest, where I hope, one day, 
our souls will be united in glory. 


loved so tenderly! 
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These consoling thoughts dispel the gloom of this 
mournful spot, where I, in my turn, must one day 
seek my rest. The grave is the gate which opens 
for us a new state of existence, where our good 
works are our only true possessions; these are never 
lost, and will obtain for us grace in the sight of Him 
who is our impartial Judge. O God! regard with 
pity those who sleep here in their last resting place; 
may their good deeds, their earthly sufferings, and 
the pangs of death, be regarded by Thee as a ransom 
for their souls; and may it please Thee to appoint 
their portion in eternal bliss. 

Guide me, O Heavenly Father! during my earthly 
pilgrimage; so that when it shall please Thee to call 
me hence, my soul may appear worthy of Thy salva¬ 
tion. Amen. 

ON THE ANNIVERSARY OF A PARENT’S 

DEATH. ( JAHRZEIT.) 

This day recalls to my mind the solemn and sor¬ 
rowful day on which the soul of my beloved (father 
— mother) departed from its earthly tenement, on 
which the eye broke that once so lovingly and ten¬ 
derly rested upon me, on which the hand was palsied 
in death that once so faithfully guided and supported 
me—a day of painful recollection, of ever renewed 
mourning! The ever honored picture of my dear 
parent appears before my soul, the breath of the 
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sainted spirit is fanning upon me. How could the 
memory of the glorified being ever vanish from my 
heart and soul ? As long as I shall walk upon this 
earth, this sacred memory shall be faithfully en¬ 
shrined within the inmost recesses of my sold, until 
I also shall conclude my earthly career and meet 
again the loving and loved being whose loss I deeply 
mourn. 

Father of life! I pray Thee to vouchsafe rest unto 
the soul of my sainted (father — mother ). May (his — 
her) spirit have found peace upon the heights of 
eternal light,—pure, undimmed peace unto all eter¬ 
nity ! May (his — her) soul be bound in the eternal 
bond of life. May it tarry before Thee in purity and 
salvation! And for me, (his — her) earthly child, who 
still walks in the shadows of this world, subject to 
changing fortune, to error and sin, may that sainted 
soul intercede before Thy throne, that I may be pro¬ 
tected upon all my ways and deserve Thy grace. O 
Lord! Thou givest, Thou takest away, Thy name 
be praised for ever and ever. Amen. 


AT A FATHEK’S GEAVE. 

All-merciful God! In this silent field, where the 
earthly remains of my departed father rest, I will 
dedicate my filial tears and emotions unto his mem¬ 
ory. Now, that I have lost him, the dear one, for 
this earthly life, I fully know what treasure oflove I 


Digitized by Google 



THE BOOK OK LIKE. 


78 


once possessed in him. He, the faithful guide of my 
youth, my monitor and counsellor, did attend, with 
wise circumspection to the ennoblement of my spirit 
and the strengthening of my body; he illumined my 
mind and filled my heart with love; he submitted 
joyfully to all the struggles of life , in order to procure 
to his child the joys of life. O my dear father—while 
I remember thee, my tears are streaming forth, and 
my heart is overflowing with love and grief. But 
what can my love profit thee now ? It can no longer 
cause thee earthly joy and earthly happiness, who art 
far removed from all earthly wishes, earthly wants, arid 
earthly cares ! 

But doing good, practising charity, ennobling the 
heart—these are heavenly joys which a child may 
prepare for his glorified and sainted father. And 
these joys I will prepare for thee, by perfor ming 
good actions in thy name and in thy spiritthese 
shall bo the sacrifices to be offered up by me upon 
the altar of my filial love,—may God record them in 
His book of eternal life, unto thy beatitude and sal¬ 
vation in thy heavenly habitation! 

O God of heaven and earth! as my sainted father 
has left behind, in paternal love, his blessings, thus 
do I, in return, from filial love, bless his memory 
before Thee, and pray unto Thee for the salvation of 
his soul. Oh! mayest Thou also remember him in 
love and mercy, mayest Thou remember every noble 
deed, every good action which lie performed on this 
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earth, and graciously forgive whatever sin and trans¬ 
gression he may have committed from human weak¬ 
ness. And may all his sufferings, troubles, tribula¬ 
tions and hardships which he had to endure during 
his earthly sojourn, be his atonement and propitiation 
before Thee, that he may be a partaker of eternal 
peace, beatitude and salvation in Thy divine pres¬ 
ence. Amen. 


AT A FATHER’S GRAVE. 

My father, my kindest friend, my dearest benefac¬ 
tor, whom God had appointed to love and protect 
me, reposes in this silent grave. I shall never hear 
again his dear voice; death has stilled his loving 
heart ; his friendship and kindness can no longer 
comfort, neither can his counsels and example guide 
me. Alas! I cannot now make a return for his de¬ 


votion or loving kindness, nor have the happiness of 
surrounding his old age with marks of respect and 
solicitude; but I will strive to show my respect for 
his memory by deeds of righteousness and obedience 
to his expressed wishes while he was yet on earth, 
and this endeavor will surely bring me consolation. 
Assist me in this, O God! with Thy counsel, inspire 
me with wisdom and intelligence, and enlighten me 
that I may follow the right path. Cause my works 
on earth to reflect honor on my father’s memory, 
and do Thou, Lord! accept them as an expiatory 
sacrifice for any sins ho has committed. 
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I beseech Thee! receive my father's soul among 
Thy faithful servants; and when my hour shall 
come, grant that my spirit may likewise be united 
with these in a life which is unending. 

Rest in peace, O my father! and may thy spirit 
enjoy, in eternity, the contemplation of the living 
God. Amen. 


AT A MOTHER’S GRAVE. 

My dear, beloved mother,’who steepest beneath 
this sod, for ever laid at rest in the lap of earth—thy 
child draws nigh to thee with the tear of-mourning 
in her eyes, burning even as on the day when they 
brought thee hither. Thy spirit sojourns upon the 
heights of eternal light, but couldst thou ever forget 
thy child, still walking in the shadows of earth? No! 
a mother’s love is everlasting, eternal, even as her 
soul is eternal, even as God is eternal who implanted 
that love in her heart! In pain thou gavest me life, 
and yet thou didst greet me with a gladsome smile 
when I lay in thy arms;—thus thou didst ever endure 
the sufferings of life and accept them with a mother’s 
smile.—What trouble is there, that thou wouldst 
shun, what care that thou wouldst not endure for 
me? As thou wouldst watch at my bed of sickness, 
—as thou wouldst sacrifice all for me,—as thy first 
and thy last glance at me -was full of self-sacrificing 
love,—as thy heart excused even my failings, and 
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thy tear shed at my error was at the same time a 
tear of forgiveness—O sacred spirit of my mother! 
behold the tears flowing forth from the eye of thy 
child in the memory of thee,—they are all that I 
can yet offer unto thee, accept them as a sacrifice 
of thanks and love!— 


Didst not thou teach my lips the first word of 
prayer and direct the child’s emotions up to God? 
Didst not thou implant pious thoughts in the heart 
of thy child? Didst not thou guide my first steps in 
life, and watch over me day and night? Yea, unto 
thee I am indebted for the germs of all that is good, 
for the indestructible seeds of piety, religion and 
virtue! Yea, here I confess it and spread my confes¬ 
sion as a lucid shroud upon thy grave. 

How couldst thou be separated from me, though 
removed from this earth? I feel thy presence by 
the warm stream of feelings flowing through my soul 
at this moment. Yea, thou dost still bear with me 

moumest over i 


all my grief, rejoicest in my joys, moumest over my 
aberrations—but thou dwellest in the light of know¬ 
ledge and truth, and knowest the end, and the eva¬ 
nescence of all that is earthly, and art conscious of 
the mercy of God, and, therefore, at ease on account 
of all my destinies, and invisibly inspirest me with 
comfort and courage. Thus then I will again, near 
this thy sleeping-place, resolve firmly and solemnly, 
to live in thy spirit, to walk in the path of duty and 
virtue, piety and religion, worthy of thee, unto thy 
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honor and satisfaction. Whatever dispensation may 
come upon me, I will endure it in memory of thee, 
as though thou still didst walk before me, admonish 
and warn me,—as though thine eye did still see all 
my actions, until my hour of departure also shall 
come, and my spirit ascend to yonder heights, there 
to be received by thee! 

Eternal Father in heaven! preserve peace on this 
consecrated grave which I irrigate with my tears, 
that the honored remains of my beloved mother may 
rest therein undisturbed! And unto her glorified 
soul mayest Thou vouchsafe an eternal abode of 
bliss, in which the noble, pure spirit may behold 
Thy countenance in everlasting joy. Amen. 


AT A MOTHER S GRAVE. 

“The Lord gave, the Lord hath taken away, 
blessed be the name of the Lord.” (Job i, 21.) It 
has been Thy will, O God! to take my beloved 
mother from me. This earth covers the precious re¬ 
mains of her who was devoted during her earthly 
existence to the well-being of her children. She re¬ 
joiced with us in our joy, and sorrowed with us in 
our grief; she lived only to promote our happiness. 
Her body lies here, beneath this cold earth, and I 
only shed fruitless tears on her silent tomb. 

I come hither, O mother! to honor thy revered 
memory, and to commune, in thought, with thy spirit. 
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My lioart seems to feel that thy tender love still 
watches over me; thy dear voice still appears to bid 
me follow the duties of religion towards God and 
mankind. O may I in performing 
this earth, and following thy bright example, prove 
my veneration for thy memory, and obtain forgive¬ 
ness for the pains and tears I have cost thee. 

O deeply loved mother! may thy pure soul, now 
released from its earthly bonds, experience heavenly 
joy, and look on me with love and pity. 

Merciful Father! hearken to the prayers of a child, 
who implores Thy favor for his (her) mother. Have 
compassion, judge her leniently, and receive her soul 
in mercy into the home of the blessed, so that she 
may rejoice eternally in Thy goodness. Amen. 

AT A HUSBAND’S GEAVE. 

Hither, unto the silent dwelling-place of death, 
my heart, sad and dreary even as this place, feels 
attracted. Surrounded by the night of the grave my 
beloved husband rests here, and my burning tears 
may flow upon his tomb, my lamentation be poured 
forth in undisturbed currents. Far from the tumult 
of life, no stranger’s eye, no unsympathetic word 
desecrates my grief; Thou alone, O my God, art 
witness to the pain that has taken root in the depth 
of my soul, causing life with all its beauties to appear 
dark to me, and all its joys to seem covered as with 
a veil of mourning. 


good deeds on 
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Mayest Thou, O Father of all, not be angry with 
me, that I lament thus bitterly, that my soul mourns 
so deeply oyer that which Thou hast ordained. My 
God! I do not take upon myself to murmur against 
Thy dispensations and to censure Thy ways. Thou 
art the God of love and wisdom; what mortal could 
perceive and understand Thee? Who could pre¬ 
sume to judge Thy ways and ask Thee: “What 
doest Thou ?” Whatever Thou doest is well done,— 
therefore do I in the dust adore Thee and in humil¬ 
ity pay homage to Thine inscrutable counsel. But 
can I command my heart not to feel my misfortune ? 
Can I say to my grief: “Flee from me!” to my 
mourning soul: “Be cheerful!”? 

And why should my soul not mourn, now that its 
other half has been separated from it; why should 
mine eyes not be filled with tears, now that the most 
brilliant star of my days is extinguished, now that 
the prop and pillar of my house is broken, the 
blossom and adornment of my life withered, and the 
most precious treasure of my heart given up to 
decay ? 

But no! only his earthly part, his body, his 
tenement of dust has been returned unto dust 
whence it was taken, but his nobler being, his im¬ 
mortal: part, his spirit continues to live with all its 
thnnghtft fe fllip gSj with all its faithfaliunai afld 

love. “ The dust retumeth unto the earth as it was , and 
the spirit ascendetk unto God, icho gave it Thus it 
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is written in Thy holy book. To this hope and 
promise I shall ever cleave. The thought that 
death cannot have altogether destroyed the bond of 
our hearts shall be my comfort in my mourning, 
balm to my wounded soul; and as my love follows 
him into yonder world, thus he will—I am convinced 
thereof—look down, with his love and his blessing, 
upon me (and my children whom he has left behind 
in orphaned condition); and as I raise my tear- 
moistened eye in fervent prayer to Thee, my God, to 
implore heavenly salvation upon /rim, he will, in 
return, invoke Thy mercy and grace upon me (us), 
and thus our souls will meet before Thy throne. 

But unto Thee, 0 All-good Father in heaven! who 
ait a father to the orphan and a judge to the widow 
in Thy sacred height, unto Thee I confide my life 
now deprived of its earthly protection, and my 
children bereaved of their guide and supporter. May 
Thy love surround me, Thine almightiness strengthen 
me, Thy wisdom enlighten me, that I may walk 
through life strong and courageous; that I may be 
enabled to fulfill the duties and obligations which 
are now my lot in double measure, with a manly 
spirit and a womanly heart, and to preside over my 
house with understanding and strength, and satisfy 
all its wants. Amen. 
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AT A HUSBAND’S GRAVE. 

Thou sleepest beneath this tomb, dear husband; 
thou canst not hear me, neither canst thou see my 
tears. It has pleased God to remove thee from my 
love. My existence is now a void; joy and happi¬ 
ness have fled with thee, and I must bear the burden 
of life alone; for thy hand can no longer protect me, 
nor my heart repose on thine. All is cold and 
dreary, and I come to pour out my grief at thy grave. 

Here, near thy lifeless clay, I seem to be, for a 
moment, united with thee again; thy spirit com¬ 
munes with mine, joins me in prayer, and comforts 
me with the hope of another existence. 

May God support me in this heavy trial; may He 
in mercy pardon the words of bitterness which have 
escaped from my widowed heart. (If there he chil¬ 
dren, say: O God protect my bereaved children, 
deprived of their earthly father’s care. Heavenly 
Father! extend Thy omnipotent protection, and in¬ 
spire them with a love of duty and fidelity to our 
holy faith, and veneration for their father’s memory.) 

O my God! permit that my tears and sorrow may 
serve as an expiatory sacrifice for my sins, and for 
those of my family. May my endeavors to practise 
what is good atone for my errors, and be accepted 
in order to secure the salvation of my soul. May 
my husband, O God! repose in eternal peace, and 
may it be Thy holy will to unite those in heaven 
whom Thy blessing had joined on earth. Amen. 
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AT A WIFE’S GRAVE. 

Beloved wife! my heart is sorely grieved; my 
whole earthly happiness lies entombed with thee. O 
thou! whose confiding love was the crown of my ex¬ 
istence, whose kindness and devotion formed the joy 
of my heart! how can I avoid grieving, when I think 
that our children are deprived of thy tender affection 
and watchful care? O watch over them in thy 
blessed state! May thy memory guide them to do 
what is good, and bo a protection for them against 
temptation and sin. May they always remember, 
and strivo to imitate, thy gentleness, piety and 
virtue. 

O God! grant unto her for whom I mourn, all the 
joys of eternity: grant that her soul may watch as a 
guardian angel over my bereaved children; remove 
every evil influence from them, and lead them in the 
way of righteousness, so that we may one day be all 
deemed worthy of being numbered among the 
blessed. 

Repose in peace, beloved spirit! and may we 
meet in eternity. Amen. 

AT A CHILD’S GRAVE. 

Sweetly slumbering the darling of my heart rests 
here—my dear, early departed child; peace unto 
(his — her) soul! God of grace and mercy! forgive 
the depressed heart of a mother trembling in unutter- 
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able woe! Alas! the blossom that death broke off, 
was my happiness, and the life which was extin- 
guished at Thy command, filled my heart with 
cheering hopes. By the side of my darling cliild, 
taken away so soon, I hope to enjoy the delight of 
existence in double measure, to endure more easily 
all sufferings, and to look towards my end without 
fear and trembling; for I hoped that (his — her) hand 
would close my eyes. But Thy thoughts, O Lord, 
are not our thoughts. Thy ways are not our ways. 
Thou liadst given me my beloved child, Thou hast 
taken (him — her) away, Thy name be praised! Ye^ 
even from the depth of my grief I worship Thee with 
reverence. Whatever Thou doest is well done; Thou 
art our ldVing Father when Thou blessest and when 
Thou chastisest, when Thou givest and when Thou 
takest away, when Thou grantest life and when Thou 
sendest death. Thou woundest and bindest up 
again, Thou strikest, and Thy hand healeth again. 
Therefore, I pray unto Thee, Eternal God! fill Thou 
my saddened heart with consolation. Strengthen 
my confidence in Thine all-just ordinations, preserve 
me in obedience to Thy holy will. Forgive my sins, 
O Lord! and deliver me from all evil. Let the 
spirit of my child enjoy fullness of joy in Thy glorious 
habitation of peace; open unto it the source of truth 
and light, and let it ascend higher and higher in its 
everlasting salvation. Amen. 
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AT A CHILD’S GRAVE. 

Here lies the hope and joy of my life. O God! to 
overcome thoughts of despair, and to learn resigna¬ 
tion, I must pour out my heart to Thee, and implore 
thy pardon; for how grievously must I have sinned 
to be so sorely smitten! And yet, O Lord! I recog¬ 
nize Thy love, and humbly bow to Thy holy will; 
Thou hast deprived me of my child. Not for him, 
but for myself do I grieve. He is near Thee. (For 
a child of tender age: He has quitted this life be¬ 
fore he could experience its sorrows or passions; his 
pure soul has returned to its Source, in the abode of 
purity and eternal joy.) 

What Thou doest. Lord! is well done, Thou didst 
give, Thou hast taken away, blessed be Thy name. 
Yet, O Lord! it is for my own heart that I mourn, 
it still bleeds at its bitter loss. I strive to submit 
with resignation; yet my strength will sometimes 
fail to bear the burden of my grief. Aid me, O God! • 

for Thou knowest the strength of my faith and trust 
in Thee. Thou wilt not condemn a father’s (mother's) 
tears; for Thou, God! didst endow me with tender 
affections. 

* O Thou! beloved child, who, although so young, 
didst awaken so much joy and love, receive this 
tribute of thy parent’s sorrow. Thou art now among 
the angels that servo near the throne of our Heaven¬ 
ly Father; yet will thy memory endnre to the last 
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day of my life, when I shall hope to join thee in the 
dwelling-place of the Most High. 

May thy dust repose in peace, and thy spirit enjoy 
eternal beatitude. Amen. 

AT A BROTHER S OR SISTER’S GRAVE. 

Full of loving recollections I draw nigh unto the 
grave of my beloved ( brother — sistei') whose memory 
can never cease. Oh! that thou hast departed from 
me, that thou hast been taken from me, with whom 
X was united by the most tender bonds of blood and 
love. My spirit wanders back to the days of our 
childhood which we passed together, in joy and 
sorrow, with the most fervent devotion and attach¬ 
ment, when, faithfully clinging to each other, we 
entered upon the paths of life, and strove towards 
our aim, and endured together, with the most sin¬ 
cere mutual sympathy, all suffering and trials. Verily, 
life was of value to us because we enjoyed it together. 
And though now and then differences of opinion and 
intentions would separate us, how quickly would we 
again extend our hands to each other, and forget all! 
All at once thou wast taken from me—relentless 
death tore thee from my arms. Thy picture stands 
before me and fills me with unutterable woe and 
longing. Alas! thou shalt never return unto me, 
and I must wait for the time when we shall bo re¬ 
united. Then thy spirit —as once thy hand,—will 
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sake mine, and lead me up, and show me the way 
unto purer light, unto higher joys.—O Lord! may 
my (brother'8 — sister's) spirit have attained to eternal 
peace, that (his — her) heart, satisfied by Thy river of 
love, be filled with the highest clearness and cheered 
by the highest salvation! Peace be unto this conse¬ 
crated spot that contains these remains. Amen. 


AT A BROTHER’S OR SISTER’S GRAVE. 

May peace be thine, dear friend of my youth! 
What gentle memories and bitter regrets cluster 
around this tomb. Alas! death claimed thee too 
soon, and removed thee too early from those who 
loved thee. What grief! to think that we, whom 
one roof sheltered, one mother nourished, the same 
hearts cherished and the same hands blessed, are 
forever separated! We were so happy together; 
thy friendship was so sweet a support. Alas! thy 
departure has turned our joy into mourning. Noth¬ 
ing on earth is lasting. I grieve in my selfishness at 
having lost thee; but thou art happy near our 
Heavenly Father, and this thought will inspire me 
with courage and resignation, as likewise the glorious 
hope of meeting thee again in a better world, where 
eternal joy awaits the righteous. 

O my God! grant unto my brother’s (sister's) soul 
the happiness of the righteous; grant that, purified 
by death, he (she) may rejoice in the beatitude of 
Thy divine presence. Amen. 
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AT A GRANDPARENT’S GRAVE. 

With deep veneration I approach thy tomb to do 
homage to thy memory, dear grandfather (grand¬ 
mother), and recall to my mind thy many virtues. 
May this tribute of love and respect be a worthy 
offering to thy memory, which shall keep me in the 
path of rectitude, that I may follow the example of 
piety and goodness thou hast left to our family. I 
will strive, with the help of God, to leave a like her¬ 
itage to my children. 

May my vow to honor thy memory by the practice 
of virtue be acceptable to God, and may He aid me 
in my righteous endeavors. Amen. 


AT A FRIEND S OR RELATIVE S GRAVE. 

Mayest thou rest in peace, dear friend! Death 
has severed the tie that united us in this life, to be 
renewed everlastingly in a happier world, whither I 
shall one day follow thee. 

Now, faithful to thy memory, I implore God to 
grant repose unto thy soul; and to vouchsafe to me 
the grace of a reunion when His holy will shall call 
me hence. 


My God! permit that the soul of him ( her ) for 
whom I mourn, freed from earth’s painful struggles, 
dangers and difficulties, and purified through thj 
mercy, may share the joys of the blessed in eternity. 
Amen. 
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ON SETTING A TOMBSTONE. 

“A mere shadow are our days upon the earth.” 
(Job viii, 9.) Naught is left to me of him who has 
gone “to the valley of the shadow of death” but a 
stone bearing his name. This is all we have to mark 
the spot where his mortal remains are laid, to re¬ 
mind us of what we too shall soon become. In the 
grave all our efforts end. Here is nothing but a 
fragile stone or a nameless grave, to recall to us the 
memory of those whom we leave behind, unless we 
sow the seed of goodness and useful deeds in our 
earthly career, the fruits of which we shall reap in 
heaven. 

0 thou! who sleepest in the dust, this monument 
was not needed to recall thy name, for thy precious 
memory is enthroned in tne nearts of many; but thy 
gentle qualities and kind friendship have so endeared 
thy image to my soul, that death alone can efface 
the remembrance of the loss I have sustained in thy 
decease. 

May thy body rest in peace. Lord! in setting 

this stone to the memory of..1 beseech 

Thee to grant repose to his (her) soul, give him (her) 
the peace of the righteous, and admit him (her) to 
the joy of contemplating Thy divine presence. 

Vouchsafe Thy mercy to me, O Lord! that my 
spirit may one day also enjoy eternal beatitude, and 
make my memory worthy of being honored and pre¬ 
served among those whom I shall leave behind. Amen. 
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ON LEAVING THE CEMETERY. 

“Then shall the dust return to the earth whence 
it came, and the spirit shall return unto God who 
gave it.” (Ezek. xii, 7.) Peace be with you, all 
whom death has united in this field, the last home 
of so many departed ones. Peace be with your 
souls, which have been recalled by the voice of God 
to eternal life. Amen. 
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